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ye 
At Home 


By Emma Belle Yourdon 


HIS Mother’s Day my thoughts wing 
T to a Land 
Of pure delight, 
To her who walked by faith with clinging 
hand, 
And now has sight. 


This Mother’s Day my heart is in that 
Land 
Of song and light, 
Where Mother sings among the joyous 
band 
Whose robes are white. 
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Your Honest Opinion’ 
these 

honest 


Formidable words be: 
“Let me know 
Why? Because too often the questioner 
wants praise, not criticism; and the one 
questioned knows that if instead of prais- 
ing he criticizes, the thread of friendship 
may be strained. The question may not 
always take the same form. It may sud- 
denly spring out of a conversation in 
such an_ innecent-looking phrase 
“Don’t you think so?” or, “You 
don’t you?” or, “How do you feel about 
it?” And so the dilemma appears again 


can 


your opinion.” 


as, 


agree, 


and again on life’s road, like those dis- 


turbing highway signs that loom up in 
the glare of the headlights, “Slippery 
When Wet” or “Construction Ahead,” 
and one knows that he must slow down 
and proceed cautiously. If one’s opinion 
is favorable, there is no problem. But 
where real criticism is involved, the mat- 
ter becomes difficult. The un- 
scrupulous man often lies his way out of 
it. But a conscientious person knows 
that he ought to tell the truth, and yet 
he may shrink from seeing himself go 
down in the other person’s estimation or 
perhaps spoiling a friendship. But since 
this is one of life’s fairly common prob- 


more 


lems, and the Scriptures are given us to 
guide us in every situation, there must 
be light on it in the Bible There is, 
and both parties should submit them- 
selves to it. In the first place, a Chris- 


tian should not ask another for his hon- 
est opinion if all he wants is praise, and 


if he cannot take criticism calmly, 

thoughtfully, and humbly Pride is at 

the bottom of such an attitude. “Pride 
€ 


goeth before destruction, and an haughty 
spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). In 
the second place, when a Christian is 
asked for his opinion, he is bound to tell 
the truth, but let his “speech be alway 
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye 
may know how ye ought to answer every 
(Col. 4:6). The question may con- 
poem, an article, an address, a 
music, a course of 
doubtful practice. 
must be on 


man” 
cern a 
painting, a piece of 
action, a new hat, a 


Whatever it is, a believer 


his guard against being trapped into 
saying what isn’t true. Let him speak 
the truth at all times, not brutally, but 


as kincly as he can under the circum- 
stances, and then trust God for the con- 
“Wherefore putting away 
lying, speak every man truth with his 
neighbour: for we members one of 
another let no corrupt communica- 
tion proceed out of your mouth, but that 
which is good to the use of edifying, that 
unto the hearers” 


sequences 


are 


it may minister grace 
(Eph, 4:25, 29). 


% 


ll. The Need for Salt as Well as Grace 


The second of two 


SALT AND SERVICE 
EITHER shalt suffer the 
salt of the covenant of thy God 


thou 


¢é 


to be lacking with all 

thine offerin thou shalt offer salt” 
(Lev. 2:13). 

“The salt of the covenant.” In the 

olden days covenants were made with 

the use of salt. Thus the covenant was 


confirmed, and became binding and abid- 
ing, When, present our- 


selves to God we become nothing less than 


therefore, we 


sacrifices to be consumed on the altar 
life It is binding and 


living 


of a laid-down 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye 
in the ways, and see, and ask for 
the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your souls” (Jer. 
6:16). 




















editorials by L. 
Bible Institute, Three Hills, Alberta, 


E,. Maxwell, principal of the Prairie 
and editor of the Prairie Overcomer, 


abiding. Lest we be tempted to cringe and 
shun such a sacrifice we must often cry 
out, “Bind the sacrifice with cords, even 
unto the horns of bind 


the altar” me, 


Lord, let me not come down from fhe 
Cross. 

“Every sacrifice shall be salted with 
salt,” the salt of an abiding fellowship. 


The learning of such an abiding fellow- 


ship will be a fiery ordeal. From Si- 
beria comes the story of one, Mary, a 
sufferer who has been salted with salt. 
Her fiery ordeal has brought her into 
an abiding relationship with Christ, She 
Says: “Each time circumstances be- 
came lighter, I was tempted to break 
fellowship with the Lord. How can I 


do otherwise than thank Him for addi- 
tional hardships? They only helped me 
to what I have always longed for—a 
continuous, unbroken abiding in Him.” 
As a sacrifice to God and a meal-offering 
for others she became well seasoned. 
Later she -wrote: “I am still in the same 
place of exile. There is a godless society 
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here; one of the members became espe- 
cially attached to me. She said, ‘I can- 
not understand what sort of a person 
you are; so many here insult and abuse 
you, but you love them all.’ ... She 
caused me much suffering, but I prayed 
for her earnestly. Another time she 
asked me whether I could love her. 
Somehow I stretched out my hands 
toward her; we embraced each other, 
and began to cry. Now we pray to- 
gether. Her name is Barbara” (Wm. R. 
Newell on Romans). The last word re- 
ceived was to the effect that Barbara 
became so very bold that she was thrust 
into prison by the Society of the Ged- 


less. Abiding fellowship —and at what 
a cost! Salted indeed—and what a 
sweet savor! Mary’s ointment filled 


the Siberian prison. 

Where we embrace the cross, embrace 
the trial, embrace the way of death, 
there Christ comes to be seen. The 
measure of a man is what he proves to 
be “under fire.” If, in such an hour, 
Christ proves to be everything to me, 
then others see Him in me. For, it is 
during such times that I learn to say, 
“T never knew, till the sufferings of 
Christ abounded in me, how near God 
could come to a man” (Denney). The 
three Hebrews who were cast into the 
burning fiery furnace had already been 
purified, “salted with fire.” As living 
sacrifices their testtmony was sealed 
with a fiery ordeal, verily a discipline 
of death. They were indeed “salted with 
salt.” Their furnace of trial proved to 
be a very “wall of fire” about them. 
They had already been delivered from 
fatal compromise. In the fire they were 
well severed and preserved from all con- 
taminating evil. Even Nebuchadnezzar 
could not touch them. In that fire they 
bought gold, and lost — only their bond- 
age. There they walked in fellowship 
with Heaven. They literally walked with 
the Lord of Gliery through courts all 
divine. Nebuchadnezzar said: “Did not 
we cast three men bound into the midst 
of the fire? .. . Lo, I see four men loose, 
walking in the midst of the fire, and 
they have no hurt; and the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God” (Dan. 3: 
24, 25). In that salty ordeal the Son 
of God was seen. 


SALT AND SERMONS 


What we have said about our speech 
being always with grace and seasoned 
with salt applies to preaching. Much 
of our preaching is not of a sweet savor 
unto God. Many sermons are offered 
with the “leaven” of corruption and com- 
premise, or with the “honey” of natural 
sweetness. The fire of God’s Spirit can 
have nothing to do with such sermoniz- 
ing. Both the preacher and the sermon 
must go through the death-resurrection 
process in order that the speech may be 
always with grace. But it is not enough 
to have sermons all of grace. They must 
be seasoned with salt, 

After His return from the forty days 
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of trial in the Wilderness, the Saviour 
preached in the synagogue of Nazareth. 
His townsmen bore him witness and 
“wondered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of his mouth” (Luke 4: 
22). However, when the Saviour pro- 
ceeded to give them a seasonable word, 
a salty word, the only possible word 
that could preserve them from the cor- 
ruption of Gehenna fire, they proceeded 
to cast Him over the brow of the hill. 
They liked His gracious words, but they 
would not believe that the “salt is good.” 

It was the same in that great chapter, 
Luke 14. When Jesus made a gracious 
invitation to all men to the great supper, 
then “great multitudes” followed Him. 
The Saviour immediately poured in the 
necessary salt to sift out those followers. 
He had said, “Come; for all things are 
now ready.” That was a Gospel invita- 
tion full of grace. Immediately He laid 
down the rugged conditions of disciple- 








The Times’ Directors 





HE Sunday School Times Company 
is fortunate in having the counsel 
of experienced, Christian businessmen 
on its Board of Directors. All are men 
who believe that the whcle Bible is the 
verbally inspired and infallible Word of 
God, that all men are sinners and that 
the only way of salvation is through 
faith in the substitutionary sacrifice of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that He was born 
of a virgin and rose bodily from the 
grave, and that He is coming again to 
establish His own righteous reign. “They 
are accustomed to conducting their own 
businesses or professional work accord- 
ing to sound business principles, and are 
therefore a great help in advising the 
officers and overseeing the affairs of The 

Sunday School Times Company. 

In the order of their length of service, 
the directors whose service is voluntary, 
and who are not employees of the Com- 
pany, are as follows: 

T. Edward Ross, senior partner of Ly- 
brand, Ress Brothers & Montgomery, 
Philadelphia; elected May 7, 1918. 

Frederic M. Paist, retired, former Presi- 
dent of F. M. Paist Co., Philadelphia; 
elected June 28, 1920. 

Irwin H,. Linton, attorney, Washington, 
D. C.; elected March 4, 1931. 

Hector A. Sinzheimer, a Vice-President 
of the Corn Exchange National Bank, 
Philadelphia; elected October 24, 
1946. 

Wilbur E. Patterson, Secretary and 
Treasurer of Supplee-Wills-Jones 
Co., Philadelphia; elected February 
28, 1951. 

For many years, D. T. Richman, for- 
mer Treasurer, was also a director, until 
his recent retirement. In addition to 
these, Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary, and Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., President and Editor, are 
also directors. 
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ship, three inexorable “cannots” which 
at once “salted with fire” those multi- 
tudes. Then the Saviour concluded “salt 
therefore is good” (Luke 14:34, R.V,). 
Only as disciples are salted with fire 
can they be of any earthly good. Other. 
wise they are “neither fit for the land. 
nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast 
it out.” 

Grace may be attractive and winsome, 
but “salt is good.” Gracious discourse 
is popular today in much of our funda- 
mental preaching; but salty sermons 
never will be. “The pure Gospel of the 


(Continued on page 437) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Times “ Thanked God 


and Took Courage” 


When Paul landed safely in Italy 
and saw the brethren who came to meet 
him “as far as Appii forum,” “he 
thanked God, and took courage” (Acts 
28:15). The Trmes receives many let- 
ters that are like those brethren, bring- 
ing real encouragement. The following 
is such a letter: 


Twenty-five years ago I was running 
a farm in Western Canada. I was led 
to the Lord by a young lady who was 
teaching school in that vicinity. That 
lady has been my wife for twenty- 
three years. I was brought up an 
Episcopalian, but my knowledge of the 
Word was very limited, and to help 
me my wife shared with me her copies 
of THE SuNDAY ScHooL TIMEs. 

One night I was reading in bed, and 
that particular copy happened to be 
the Missionary Number. My heart 
was very much burdened for the lost, 
and I slipped out of bed and asked the 
Lord to let me do something to help 
bring them to Him. I had no particu- 
lar field in mind at the time, but the 
Lord took me at my word, and in the 
fullness of time led us out to the land 
of India, for which we have been 
laboring for the past eighteen years. 

May the Lord use THE Sunpay 
ScHoo.t Times to urge many more out 
into the harvest fields, particularly of 
India, where the need is so great, and 
the time apparently.so short.—Rev. 
W. H. W. Paget, Home Director for 
North America, Ceylon and India Gen- 
eral Mission, 542 S. Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago 5, 


m7 
Does Anyone Know This Book? 


Years ago we had at home a book 
called “Fighting the Good Fight.” It 
was an English story of a motherless 
boy called Lionel who, trained by his 
mother in the faith, is taken care of 
by a worldly aunt who lived on a big 
estate. It is a story I want for my own 
children and cannot now locate a copy. 
I cannot remember the author or the 
publisher. I only know that it was 
published in England and probably 
was brought over by my mother’s 
mother.—A teacher in a North Caro- 
lina college. 


If any reader of the Trmes has infor- 
mation on this book, please send it to 
the Editor. 
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“I've Had Enough” 


“Never give up—God doesn't, so why should we?” 





fully up the dirt road to the Mor- 

row residence. Sherry Morrow, a 
junior girl, had made a decision during 
the recently conducted Vacation Bible 
School. She had followed that up with 
a public profession of her faith at the 
church service, but seemed reticent 
about uniting with the church, though 
obviously desiring to do so. Some of 
the neighbors had told the pastor that 
they thought possibly her father was 
opposed to her joining the church, so 
Pastor Wills was calling to discuss the 
matter with Mrs, Morrow. 

“Come in, Brother Wills,” said Mrs. 
Morrow. with a cheery smile. She was 
an attractive young woman, and did not 
indicate by her maner the heartaches 
that she continually endured. “This is 
a lovely day, isn't it?” 

“It certainly is.” agreed the pastor, 
“we have been having the mcst delight- 
ful weather, and have had a very suc- 
cessful Vacation Bible School, too.” 

“Yes. the children have been telling 
me about it.” said Mrs. Morrow. 

“I believe Sherry has had a real ex- 
perience with the Lord, Mrs. Morrow. 
We shall be having a baptismal service 
Sunday night. I wondered whether or 
not you would be willing for Sherry to 
be baptized if she shows inclination to 
do so.” 

“Brother Wills, I, too, believe that 
Sherry has been saved, and I would be 
happy to see her baptized — but —” her 
face clouded over, and she lowered her 
voice, “I just don’t know what L, B. 
will say about it.” She turned her head 
toward the rear of the house as she said 
that. “You will have to talk to him 
about it. I will tell him you are here,” 
she said, as she started for the kitchen. 


Pisses WILLS drove his car care- 


“She Ain’t Goin’ To Join No Church” 

She stepped out on the back porch and 
said something in a tone of voice too 
low to be heard in the living room, Then 
came a loud, coarse male voice. “I ain't 
about to go in.” Then, after a pause, “I 
don’t care, I ain't goin’ in, and you don't 
need to mention it again. I'm against 
it, and she ain’t goin’ to join no church.” 

In a few moments Mrs. Morrow came 
back to the living room, her face flushed 
with embarrassment, trying hard to con- 
trol her emotions. 

“Brother Wills, he has been drinking 
again, so I guess there is nothing I can 
do about it. I am sorry that he will 
not come in and talk to you.” 

“Don't you werry about that, Mrs. Mor- 
row, we will just leave the matter alone 
for the time being. I believe: Sherry is 
saved, and that is the main thing. We 
shall just continue to pray about it and 





In many churches there are Christian 
women with unsaved husbands. 
Probably many wives are tempted to 
discouragement as they pray for 
months and years for their husbands 
without seeing results. Here is a 
true story, with only the names 
changed, which shows that patience 
and persistence in prayer, and per- 
severance, tact, and boldness at the 
right time in personal work will 
bring victory in hard cases. Mr. 
White is pastor of the First Baptist 
Church in Bassett, Va. and has 
written book reviews and articles for 
The Sunday School Times. Having 
in mind those godly women who are 
concerned over their husbands, Pas- 
tor White explains that he has told 
of this experience in order “that it 
might be a source of encouragement 
to such people, as well as to pastors, 
to hold on in prayer.” 








everything will work out in due time.” 

After a brief word of quiet prayer 
the pastor left. As he drove the car out 
of the back vard he could see L. B. sit- 
ting on the back perch, his face as red 
as a turkey’s and scowling like a thun- 
dercloud. The wondered why 
God permitted men to get by with such 
things. 


pastor 





It was in the fall that James Olden 
was saved. He had been a church mem- 
ber for years. had joined along with 
several other young fellows, but had 
never been ccnverted. He was a nicht 
watchman, and through the long, lonely 
hours God had spoken to his heart. The 
home had almost gone on the rocks, and 
then he faced the fact — honestly and 
squarely — that he was lest and would 
burn forever if he did not repent and 
put his faith in Christ. The awfulness 
of it chilled his heart with fear, and he 
remained after the morning service on 
Sunday to accept Jesus Christ as his 
personal Saviour. As his countenance 
was flooded with a look cf relief and 
contentment so his conduct changed 
also. For the first time there was real 
joy in the home. James worked at the 
same factory with L. B., and many were 
hoping and praying that his testimony 
and influence would be the means of 
bringing L. B. to repentance. 

A few weeks later the pastor was visit- 
ing in the vicinity of the Morrow resi- 
dence and, noticing that L. B. was work- 
ing out in the yard, he drove up and 
engaged him in conversation. Brother 


Wills was prepared for anything, but 
was most agreeably surprised to _ find 
L. B. in good humor. 
utes of rather 


After a few min- 


general discussion the 





By DOUGLAS M.. WHITE 


pastor turned the conversation to spir- 
itual matters, and briefly presented the 
way of salvation. Again to his surprise 
L. B. agreed that he needed such a salva- 
tion, and then went on to say, “You 
know, I can sure see a change in James 
Olden. He is just like a new man.” 

“He is a new man,” said Pastor Wills, 
“that is what the Lord can do for a man 
if he will give Him a chance.” 

The weeks and months passed by 
L. B. came to church once, but he ccn- 
tinued to drink and carouse, and to 
abuse his family. 

It was Summer again. Mrs. Morrow 
was not at church on Sunday morning. 
Someone told the pastor that L. B. had 
been drinking on Saturday and had 
wrecked the car, but had not been seri- 
ously injured. It seemed like the end 
of the way for Ina Morrow. On Sun- 
day evening she went down to see her 
neighbor, Mrs. Peggin, a sweet and 
mctherly old lady. 

“T had been hoping and praying that 
some day the Lord would get hold of 
L. B.,” she said, “and have asked Brother 
Wills to pray for him and talk to him, 
which I know he has done, but some- 
how I fear that there is no hope now.” 

“Don't say that,” said Mrs. Peggin, 
“you just keep on praying, and the Lord 
will save him one of these days.” 


Maybe This Was the Time 

On Thursday Pastor Wills was in a 
store in the county seat and met the 
sheriff. “Tell me about L. B. Morrow, is 
he in jail?” he asked. 

“No, we turned him loose.” said the 
sheriff, “but we kept him and his little 
boy there Saturday night. His brother- 
in-law is still in the hospital. They were 
both involved in two wrecks Saturday 
night. We have them booked for drunken 
driving. That fellow L. B. sure has given 
us a lot of trouble.” 

The next day Pastor Wills went to 
visit in the north end of town. It was 
one of those days when nothing seemed 
to “click.” Finally he arrived at a home 
where a weman had recently been con- 
verted, in the hopes of being able to 
speak to her husband. Conditions were 
not right for doing personal work there 
so he climbed into his car and paused 
for a moment of silent prayer for fur- 
ther guidance. 

Up on the side of the hill was the 
Morrow home. Maybe this was the time 
to see L. B.—there had been several 
days to think things over: so, with a 
further prayer for the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit, he started up the dirt road, 
but not with very high hopes of success. 
L. B. was still on night shift, but had 
not yet retired. Pastor Wills was in- 
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vited in. After inquiring about his physi- 


cal condition, the pastor said, “You know, 


L. B., the Bible says, ‘The way of trans- 
gressors is hard.’ Don't you think that 
is about right?” 

“Yer mighty right it is,” said L. B., 
“and I’ve had enough.” 

“I’m glad to hear that,” said Pastor 
Wills. “I have been praying for you 
that you would turn your life over to 
the Lord.” 

“I’ve had enough,” said L. B. again. 
“I’m going to change my way of living.” 

“That sounds good,” said the pastor; 
“but you must let the Lord make the 
change. Just turning over a new leaf 
w'll not be sufficient. If you will let 
the Lord change your heart everything 
else will be different.” Briefly he once 
again stated God’s way of salvation by 
grace through faith. “L. B., do you be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ can save you 
from your sins, pardon you, deliver you 
from the slavery of alcohol, and make 
yeu an upright and fruitful Christian?” 

“Yes, sir.” he replied emphatically. 

“Well, I hope that you are not going 
to let the Devil talk you into putting 
this matter off too long.” 

“He’s not going to do that,” said L. B. 
“I’ve had enough.” 

“Then will you kneel here with me 
and ask God to save you right now?” 

“Yes, sir,” said L, B., as he slid to 
his knees. 

After they had prayed and were stand- 
ing again, Pastor Wills said, “God bless 
you, fellow, that is the greatest thing 
ycu have ever done.” 

“Yes, and God bless you, too,” said 
L. B., as he gripped the pastor’s hand. 

As soon as the pastor left, L. B. called 
the children and told them their daddy 
was saved. The story was repeated to 
Ina* as soon as she got home from the 
mill. The next week the pastor was 
able to lead the boy who had been in 
jail with his father to accept Christ as 
his Saviour. The older sister had been 
a Christian for some time, so now the 
whole family was trusting the Lord. 

The next Wednesday evening, 
after the prayer service, L. B. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


know what is going on in the heart of an- 
other. It may be that one for whom you 
have been praying so long has just about 
had enough, 
BASSETT, VA. 
we 


Ransom in the Gorge 
By J. B. Tweter 


T WAS in 1930 that Captain Lund, 

commanding a steamer owned by a 
British firm, plied the Yangtse River 
between Shanghai and Chungking. He 
started up through the gorge after leav- 
ing Ichang, with no forebodings of dan- 
ger. But just after he had cleared the 
first rapid, the steamer was stopped by 
an iron chain stretched across the nar- 
row part of the river. A shot echoed 
and re-echoed among the high peaks, 
and a bullet whined across the prow of 
the boat as a warning. The Chinese pas- 
sengers scurried for the hold. 

“Bandits!” they cried. 

There was no escape. The bandits 
were well armed with modern rifles. 
They swarmed on board before any at- 
tempt cculd be made to oppose them. 
They had never molested this part of 
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the river before, and so their attack was 
unexpected and caught the crew unpre- 
pared. The bandits swiftly stripped the 
passengers of all their valuables, such as 
watches, rings, fountain pens, cameras, 
and money. 

But when they went off the steamer 
again they took the captain along for 
ransom. Captain Lund was ordered to 
write a note to his company and to 
state that he was being held for a $50,000 
ransom — a fortune in those days ! — and 
that if the money wasn’t paid within 
fifteen days he would be shot. That left 
just enough time for the news to reach 
Shanghai and for the money to be 
brought back, but with no time to spare! 

Then the captain was led high up the 
mountain side where the bandits had 
their lair. They had a man on guard 
at a pass, where, with a rifle, he could 
hold off a whole army for days. The 
captain fervently hoped and prayed that 
no attempt would be made to rescue him 
or trickery resorted to to save him, for 
then his life would be forfeit! He had 
heard many tales of the bandits’ callous 
disregard for life! It wouldn't trouble 
them to shoot him, if they had reason 

(Continued on next page) 


With the Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise 


Visiting many places mentioned in the Scriptures 


HE members of the Wheaton Bible 
Lands Cruise gathered on February 
16 for their bon voyage Cinner at ‘he 
Victoria Hotel, in New York. The pro- 
gram following the dinner included a 
helpful talk by Dr. Philip E. Howard, 
Jr., Editor of THE SuNpay ScHoo. TIMEs, 
about his own experiences in traveling 
through the Bible lands. 
The group sailed from New York the 
next day on the ocean liner Saturnia, 


Ry JOSEPH P. FREE, PhD. 
Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton ‘o .ege; 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


and, after making a port call at Gibral- 
tar, landed at Naples, Italy. The fol- 
lowing days included visits to Pompeii 
and the excavations there; Puteoli, 
where Paul landed nearly two thousand 
years ago (Acts 28:13); Rome and the 
catacombs, the forum, St. Peter's, the 
Vatican, the Sistine Chapel, and other 
significant sights: and finally a trip 
through the length of Italy to Venice in 
the north, with gondola rides and sight- 
seeing in this unusual city, 
which has canals instead of 





came to the pastor with his face 
beaming, and said, “Brother 
Wills, I feel like a’new person.” 
“Bless your heart,” said the 
pastor, “you are a new person. 
God has given you a new heart; 
you have been born again.” 
Again, before he left, L. B. 
came and shcok the pastor’s 
hand, and said, “I'll never go 
back to the old ways again.” 
Ina Morrow came to the pas- 
tor, and said, “You just cannot 
imagine what a difference there 
is in our home.” 
“God bless you, and keep 
praying for him,” said the pas- 
tor. 


Never give up — God doesn’t, 
so why should we? You cannot 








streets. 





Sightseeing in Bible Lands 


AILING from Venice, the 

group crossed the Mediter- 
ranean for a port call at Alex- 
andria, Egypt, and then sailed 
on to Beirut, where they landed 
and began an extended trip 
through the Near Eastern Bible 
lands, lasting near two weeks. 
In addition to nine days in and 
around Jerusalem, a number of 
side trips were made, including 
a visit to Samaria, capital of 
ancient Israel, where Ahab’s 
ivory palace was excavated a 





Dr. Free pointing to layers of ashes showing how 
lericho was burned (Josh. 6:24). 


few years ago (1 Kings 22:39); 
ancient Jericho (Josh, 6), and 
also New Testament Jericho, 
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Lesson for May 27 


where excavations were carried on this 
spring: Bethany and the traditional tomb 
of Lazarus; and Hebron and Bethlehem. 





Visiting the Lambies 

EAR Hebron, the group had a picnic 

lunch with Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A, 
Lambie, missionaries under the Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions, and following the meal Dr. 
Lambie told of his work with the un- 
fortunate people who are crowded in a 
large refugee camp which runs up al- 
most to the doorway of the Lambies’ 
home and where a new tuberculosis 
sanatorium is being built. It was en- 
couraging to learn that American gifts 
can provide penicillin and other medi- 
cines that actually prevent loss of eye- 
sight and other permanent injury to 
these thousands of people who were dis- 
placed during the Jewish-Arab troubles. 
We know that, in addition to bringing 
physical help, Dr. Lambie and his co- 
workers are bringing the true Gospel 
to these refugees. 





The Church at Bethlehem 

FTER our visit to the Church of the 

Nativity at Bethlehem, the group 
saw the work of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church, which holds its services in the 
Blind School at Bethlehem. The minis- 
ter of the church, the Rev. L, Laverne 
Donaldson, gave a word of welcome and 
introduced Dr. Lambie, who greeted the 
Wheaton group. After responses from 
representatives of our group, the stu- 
dents of the Blind School sang several 
numbers. How our hearts rejoiced to 
hear those who see only with the eye 
of faith, as they sang “Up from the Grave 
He Arose,” and other numbers appropri- 
ate to the Easter season. After the pro- 
gram, the Bethlehem believers served 
tea to the group. 

A few days later, we arranged to make 
our trip to Jericho, the Dead Sea, and 
the Jordan, so that we were there for a 
baptismal service held by Dr, Lambie 
and Mr. Donaldson. Three of the new 
believers in the Bethlehem church were 
baptized by Mr. Donaldson in the Jordan 
River. 

Open Doors 

NE of the many gratifying aspects 

of this year’s Bible Lands Cruise 
was the way in which opportunities de- 
veloped to see places which, in other 
years, could not be visited. On several 
trips we made before World War II, it 
was not possible to visit certain places 
because of the unrest of the people in 
those areas. But this time we were able 
to visit Hebron and the Mosque which 
stands over the cave of Machpelah, 
where Abraham was buried (Gen. 25:9); 
the oak of Mamre; Shechem and Jacob’s 
well (John 4), and the Samaritans at 
Nablus; the Pool of Siloam (John 9:7), 
and the spring Gihon, near Jerusalem. 
Following the visit to the Bible lands, 
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part of the group went to Israeli Pales- 
tine, others to Egypt and on to Athens, 
and several did further sightseeing either 
in Europe or in the Near East. Most 
of them were scheduled to return to the 
United States in April or May. 

We feel that the trip was most suc- 
cessful, and are grateful for the fine 
group of thirty-two people which we had 
to fellowship with this year. 





Next Year’s Trip 

E HAVE laid plans for a similar 

trip next year, with a tentative 
sailing date set for February, 1952, with 
a return in April. This year’s trip lasted 
forty-five days and cost $1,297 (if one 
went tourist class on the boat), or $110 
more if one went cabin class. This in- 
cluded ocean _ transportation, hotels, 
meals, sightseeing, and travel by private 
cars in Palestine. 

For a mimeographed outline of next 
year’s trip, write to Joseph P. Free, 
cruise director. Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Ill. We are returning to the 
United States in May, 1951. 

PALESTINE. 

ug 
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Ransom in the Gorge 
(Continued from preceding page) 


to expect that they were being deceived ! 
“Oh, Lord,” he prayed earnestly, 
“cause the company to pay my ransom 
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—I haven’t anything to pay them — and 
get the money here in time!” 

On the last day the ransom was paid 
to the bandits, and the captain rejoiced 
to be set free. 

This true incident has some spiritual 


lessons for us. First, we have been 
snared by the chains of sin. “For all 
have sinned” (Rom. 3:23), and there is 
no way of escape in ourselves 

Second, we have not the prive to pay 
for our own ransom, for gold and Siive1 
aren't the accepted currency for the debt 
of sin! “They that trust in thei 
wealth, and boast themselves in the mul- 
titude of their riches; none of them ca: 
by any means redeem his brother, nci 
give to God a ransom for him: for the 
redemption of their soul is precious, and 
it ceaseth for ever” (Psa. 49:6-8) 

Third, only the Lord Jesus uas the 
power to redeem us from sin and its 
power. “Ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
. but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot” (1 Pet, 1:18, 19). 

What is your condition: still in bond- 
age to sin, or rejoicing in the liberty 
with which Christ hath set you free? 
“As many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12) 

Mowunp, MINN. 


How We Avoid a Summer Slump 


A steady year-around plan that brings results in summer months 


OR several years we have had no 

summer slump in our Sunday school. 
This is no doubt due to a number of 
things, chief of which is a staff of 
teachers and workers who are born 
again and concerned with winning souls 
to Christ. 

A few years ago, in line with the best 
psychology of “positive thinking,” plus 
faith in the Lord to maintain His work, 
we ruled out any suggestion of the 
thought of our having a slump. No de- 
crease was made in the literature or- 
dered, as had been the custom of pre- 
vious years. Extra effort was put forth 
in the opening period of the Sunday 
school to make each Sunday so vital and 
interesting that no one would want to 
miss. Different classes and individuals 
were asked to bring special numbers 
from Sunday to Sunday. A choir was 
made up of various groups and used 
from time to time. A large class of 
Junior girls and an equally large men’s 
class, each was used on the platform 
one Sunday a month. This was well 
received, especially the men’s group, for 
it makes a fine impression to have a 
large number of men taking part in 
Sunday school and singing the Lord’s 
praises. 





By MRS. J. W. CASE 


Responsibility was laid upon all mem- 
bers to visit as much as possible, in their 
own districts first, and then wherever 
else they could. All were urged to report 
to the visiting committee any new fam- 
ilies in their neighborhoods. If at all 
practical, these families were visited and 
invited at once, and often some little 
gift of fruit or baked food was taken 
to show a friendly and considerate spirit 
on the part of the church members, 

Besides those who used their cars regu- 
larly to bring others to Sunday school, 
everyone was asked, especially during 
the summer months, to be sure his car 
was full when he arrived at the church 

Recognition of new people attending 
was always given. A little inexpensive 
gift, perhaps a Scripture verse card or a 
calendar, was given to each one as they 
were introduced to the Sunday school 
Then during the following week a card 
was mailed, or someone stopped at the 
home to express the pleasure of the 
school in having had them in the serv- 
ice. To each one bringing a visitor 
Gospel coin was given. Ten of these 
coins could be turned in for a Testa- 
ment, Scripture plaque, or gift of equal 
value. While the coins cost five cents 
each, on being returned they can be used 
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again, and ‘the increase in attendance 
has always more than made up for any 
expense. 

We have one man who does much 
visiting among the children. He is a 
railroad mail clerk and thus obtains 
many used postage stamps that children 
like for their collections. When he finds 
a child not attending any Sunday school 
he offers to make them a simple stamp 
book and to give them a few stamps to 
start a collection after they attend our 
Sunday school. This has been a very 
successful method. While many may 
not have access to stamps or buttons, 
any articles that children collect can be 
used in this way. 

Each year we hold a Sunday schoo] picnic 
for the entire school. This is some time 
in the summer, but at no set date each 
year, so that unless one attends regularly 
he may miss out. Ice cream, all they 
can eat, is always supplied, as is also a 
potluck dinner. 

Various social activities are provided 
for the various classes, such as hikes, 
sewing classes, word working, and the 
like. This is, of course, during the week, 
and helps teachers to know the child not 
only as a member of a class but in his 
social life. Children enjoy these times, 
and they have a warm feeling for the 
church that furnishes a guided outlet for 
their energy. 

Always we try to impress on all of the 
membership that it is their school and 
the success or failure is an individual 
as well as a group responsibility. For 
the adults there are potluck dinners and 
other “get togethers” in the homes of 
the teachers or class members. But we 
keep in mind that first of all we are 
Christians, and no social is held without 
prayer and usually a short devotional 
period to open or close the event. We 
firmly believe that if Christ is lifted up 
He will draw all men unto Himself, and 
we aim to lift Him up at all times. To 
do this we live as close as possible to 
Him ourselves, and then we make much 
of the Word. Relief work, both local 
and missionary, is carried out by the 
ladies of the Sunday school, and this 
working together for cthers helps to 
unite us and keep us close to one an- 
other, 

When our people are gone on vacation 
they are given a little time, in many of 
the classes, to tell of the churches they 
attended and the spiritual lessons 
learned on their trips. This makes the 
absent ones eager to return and share 
their experiences with the others. _ 

As our church camp meets for two 
weeks each summer, and as so many of 
our boys and girls cannot attend the 
camp, instead of closing the school, as 
is the custom of many, we plan a special 
treat for these two weeks. All the school 
meets in one large assembly and either 
some interesting missionary or Youth for 
Christ worker addresses the grcup. 
The Lord has blessed the extra sacri- 
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fice put forth by the teachers to main- 
tain the services. One summer at the 
close of a summer service, seventeen 
children presented themselves at the 
altar, most of them in dedication of life 
for full-time service. I mention this 
particular situation, since other schools 
often face a Sunday or two when it is 
especially difficult to keep up the at- 
tendance. 

But above all plans, programs, and 
campaigns is the steady, year-around 
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personal work of the teachers in the 
classes. Boys and girls or adults won 
to the Lord are no longer difficult to 
hold in the Sunday school, but are rather 
a definite asset in bringing in others, 
That is why each of our teachers under- 
stands, and agrees to do all he can to 
win his pupils to the Lord, and some 
have succeeded in winning every mem. 
ber each year, which brings to their 
own hearts the richest possible blessing, 
PORTLAND, OREG. 


The Newly Formed Philadelphia Bible Institute 


The following announcement tells of a merger which has long been de- 


sired by large numbers of Christians in the Philadelphia area. 


It gives 


promise of a new, larger, fundamental Bible Institute in this region. The 

new name also suggests that the initials will have to be used with care, 

for “P.B.I.” to many New Englanders means Providence Bible Institute, 
and to those in the Northwest, Prairie Bible Institute.—Ed. 


NEW milestone in evangelical Chris- 
tian co-operation was reached with 
the recent announcement of the merger 
of two interdenominational Bible schools 
—the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 
and the Philadelphia School of the Bible. 
The new institution will be known as 
the Philadelphia Bible Institute. The 
final step toward the merger was taken 
when the board of directors of the Phil- 
adelphia School of the Bible voted unan- 
imously for the proposed union of the 
schools. The Bible Institute of Penn- 
sylvania’s board of trustees had previ- 
ously approved the merger. 

Dr. William A. Mierop, president of the 
Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, will be- 
come president of the new school. V. 
Clifford Harrington, who has been execu- 
tive vice-president of the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, will serve as vice- 
president and treasurer; and Dr, Clar- 














Dr. William A. Mierop 


ence E, Mason, Jr., dean of the Phila- 
delphia School, will become dean. A 
combined’ board of trustees, with thir- 
teen representatives from each of the 
schools, will govern the affairs of the 
merged organization. The faculty of the 
new school will be composed of the per- 
sonnel now serving the old institutions 

The Philadelphia Bible Institute, which 
will hold its first day and evening classes 
in the fall, will occupy the building at 
Eighteenth and Arch Streets, which was 
the former home of the Young Women's 
Christian Association. The eight-story 
structure, which officials say can house 
more than three hundred dormitory stu- 
dents, was purchased in December by 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible. 
The estimated, combined enrollment of 
the new school will total more than five 
hundred day school students and at least 
five hundred evening students. 


The buildings at 1707, 1719-31 Spring 
Garden Street, now occupied by the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible, have 
been sold and the property of the Bible 
Institute of Pennsylvania at Fifteenth 
and Race Streets is to be sold, it was 
stated. 


Both schools have offered three-year 
courses in English Bible, approved by 
the Accrediting Association of Bible In- 
stitutes and Bible Colleges. Graduates 
have entered various types of Christian 
work in home and foreign missions. 
Others have become pastors and lay 
workers in evangelical churches of more 
than thirty denominations. Both schools 
have conducted evening school depart- 
ments, 

The Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 
was founded July 8, 1913, by the Rev. 
W. W. Rugh, a Bible teacher. The Phil- 
adelphia School of- the Bible opened 
October 1, 1914, with Dr. C. I. Scofield, 
editor of the world-famous reference 
Bible, as president, and the late Dr. 
William L. Pettingill, noted Bible ex- 
positor, as its first dean. 
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LESSON 9. MAY 27. THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY 


2 Chronicles 36:11-21; Psalm 137; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Ezekiel 1:1-3; 11:14-21; Daniel 1; 


printed text, Jeremiah 29:1, 4-:4 


Golden Text.—Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.—Jer. 29:13 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Jer. 29:1 Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah 
residue of the elders 
the priests, and to 
Nebuchadnezzar had 


the prophet sent fiom Jerusalem unto the 


which were cailied away captives, and to 
the prophets, and to all the people whom 
carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. 


4 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that 
caused to be carried 


are carried away captives, whom I have 
away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; 


5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and 


eat the fruit of them; 


6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take 
wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that 
they may bear sons and daughters; that ye 


there, and not diminished 


7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you 
to be carried away captives, and pray unto the Lorp for it: for 


in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 


8 For thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not 
your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D 
Approach to the Lesson 


LOOK at a map of the ancient 
A world will show the relation of 

Israel and Judah to Egypt, As- 
syria, and Babylonia. Thus centrally 
located, they had either to have the sur- 
rounding nations in subjection, as in the 
days of David and Solomon, or be a 
coveted plum for whichever nation had 
the ascendency. You can see how natu- 
ral it would be for them to seek the 
backing of Egypt when Assyria was in 
power. But Egypt was always a broken 
reed to Israel and Judah, for God 
wanted His people to trust in Him, not 
in alliances with heathen nations. 

Now there are two important dates 
to remember. Samaria fell before Sar- 
gon’s power in 722 B.C. (some prefer 
721). That ended the kingdom of Israel. 
Jerusalem was reduced in three attacks 
by the Chaldeans, being finally given 
to the flames by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 
B.C. So the kingdom of Judah lasted 
136 years longer than its northern sister. 
Why did it escape Israel’s fate when 
Assyria was sweeping all before it? 
And why did it finally suffer such de- 
struction? And why was there a res- 
toration for Judah, and none for the 
northern tribes? The answers to these 
questions should come out in the lesson. 
Notice here ‘that in the course of these 
136 years Judah had a good king, Heze- 
kiah; then two bad ones, Manasseh for 
fifty-five years and Amon for two; then 
another good king, Josiah, who called 
the nation back to God; then four short 


deceive you, neither 


to be dreamed 


plished at Babylon 


end 


may be increased 


and from all the 


11 For I know the 


hearken to your dreams which ye cause 


9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not 
sent them, saith the 
10 For thus saith the Lorp, That after seventy years be accom- 
I will visit you, and perform my good word 
toward you, in causing you to return to this place. 
thoughts that I think toward you, saith the 
Lorp, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected 


Lorp. 


12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto 
me, and I will hearken unto you. 

13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart. 

14 And I will be found of you, saith the Lorp: and I will turn 
away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, 
places whither I have driven you, saith the 
Lorp; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused 
you to be carried away captive 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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wicked reigns, leading to the final ruin. 

Jeremiah the prophet played an im- 
portant part in the sad drama of Judah's 
downfall. Beginning his ministry in the 
days of Josiah, he maintained a heroic 
testimony against the sins of the four 
who followed, witnessed the different 
stages of Jerusalem’s collapse, and ac- 
companied the poverty-stricken remnant 
to Egypt, contrary to his own counsel. 
Read Jeremiah’s own account of those 
sad days in chapters 37 to 43 of his book, 
From the human point of view, Jeremiah, 
who was a patriot to the last drop of 
blood in his veins, seemed to be acting 
the part of an agent for the enemy 
power, a collaborator, a fifth columnist. 
He knew from God that resistance would 
only aggravate the disaster, so it was no 
disloyalty that made him urge surren- 
der, although it looked like it. We must 
be faithful to God, even if we are 
thereby accused of disloyalty in other 
directions, 


Verse by Verse 

Jer. 29:1.—“The letter that Jeremiah 
the prophet sent.” It is interesting to 
find where letters are tucked away in 
Scripture (see 2 Chron. 21:12-15 as an 
example). Here we are told the writer 
of the letter, the place from which it 
was sent, and the recipients. Notice that 
the priests and the prophets, the re- 
ligious leaders, are included in the ad- 
dress. 

Verse 2.—“After that Jeconiah the king 

. and the smiths, were departed from 
Jerusalem.” The second stage of the 
Captivity had already been accom- 
plished. Jeconiah is variously called 
Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:6, 8 12), and 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


Coniah (Jer, 22:24, 28). Artisans were 
included in this group of deportees. 

Verse 3.—“By the hand of Elasah.” 
The prophet made use of a royal em- 
bassy to send his message to the exiles. 
“Royal mail” all right! This was be- 
fore Zedekiah’'s rebellion. 

Verse 4.—“Thus saith the Lord 
unto all... whom I have caused to be 
carried away.” The prophet immediately 
reminds the exiles that their captivity 
is the act of God. The Chaldeans were 
but His instruments and servants to 
bring this chastening upon His people. 
We are too much engrossed in the hu- 
man factor, and forget the sovereign 
God. 

Verse 5.—“Build ye houses . . . and 
plant gardens.” The exiles were bidden 
to settle down, and prepare for a long 
sojourn in Chaldea. They were being 
encouraged by false prophets to make 
no adjustment to the new situation, as 
they would soon be on the march home 
again, 

Verse 6.—‘“Take ye wives, and beget 
sons and daughters , . . that ye may be 
increased there, and not diminished.” 
The very preservation of the nation de- 
pended on their accepting their situation, 
and leading as normal a life as possible 
We are not to “quit living” because our 
usual mode of living is upset. Carry on! 

Verse 7.—‘“And seek the peace of the 
city .. . and pray unto the Lord for it: 
for in the peace thereof shall ye have 
peace.” They knew something about 
praying for the peace of Jerusalem (Psa. 
122:6), but this was a foreign thought, 
approaching New Testament teaching 
(Matt, 5:44). Yet the selfish motive is 
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not lacking. There is always a return 
of blessing to ourselves when we take 
high ground. If this command was given 
to exiles, what about the duty of free 
citizens to their own city and country? 

Verse 8.—‘“Let not your prophets ... 
deceive you.” There were false prophets 
even among the exiles, stirring false 
hope of early deliverance, and inflam- 
ing the captives to revolt. (See vs. 21, 
22.) 

Verse 9.—“I have not sent them, saith 
the Lord.” There are two great evils: 
to speak when you are not bidden, and 
to fail to speak when you are bidden. 

Verse 10.—“After seventy years .. , I 
will visit you.” Not the two years of 
Hananiah’s false prophecy (chap. 28:11). 
The Captivity was to endure about two 
generations, and in the next lesson we 
shall see how the restoration was in 
stages, like the carrying away. See the 
effect of this prophecy on Daniel (Dan. 
9:2, 3). 

Verse 11—‘“For I know the thoughts 
that I think toward you.” God had not 
abandoned His people although He had 
delivered them to chastening (Rom, 11: 
2). He has a plan which is sure. The 
attitude of God is not one of enmity, 
but through discipline He has peace in 
mind, and a future full of hope for His 
people. Remember this for yourself as 
well as for Israel. 

Verse 12.—“Then shall ye call wpon me 

_ and I will hearken unto you.” When 
God’s purposes are coming to fullness 
of time, He stirs His people to pray. So 
we are made partners in His gracious 
design. That is part of God’s method. 
Notice the determination in “go and 
pray.” Compare Daniel. 

Verse i13.—“And ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.” The deliverance 
is not apart from a change of heart in 
the people. God does not save unrepent- 
ant people, nor reveal Himself fully to 
those who seek Him not. But the re- 
pentance and the seeking are also the 
work of His blessed Holy Spirit. Be- 
fore God stirred the spirit of Cyrus 
(Ezra 1:1), He stirred the captive people 
to seek His face (v. 5). Perhaps there 
is here a little suggestion of a yet future 
turning to God on the part of Israel 
(Acts 3:19, 20, R.V.). 

Verse 14.—“I will gather you , . . I 
will bring you.” The restoration of Is- 
rael is the work of God, even as their 
scattering was His work. This was true 
two thousand years ago, and it is true 
today. Who can fail to see the work of 
God in the rebirth of the State of Is- 
rael? 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Jeremiah’s letter was written to peo- 
ple in great affliction—a great company 
of Jews deported from their own land, 
and scattered in various parts of Baby- 
lonia. He drew their attention to two 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. May 20.—The Southern Kingdom. 2 
Kings 18 to 20; 2 Chronicles 29 
and 30; Isaiah 31 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. June 3.—The Restoration of Jerusa- 
lem. Ezra 1; 5 and 6; Nehemiah 
2 to 6; 8 and 9 








great thoughts: the place of God in 
all their affliction, and their own duty 
in the affliction. 

God wanted His people to know that 
He was the great actor in all that 
had overtaken them. Nebuchadnezzar 
and his armies were only God’s agents. 
Notice the emphasis in verses 4, 7, and 
14: “I have caused to be carried away”; 
“IT have caused you to be carried away”; 
“I caused you to be carried away.” 
Nothing is said in this letter about their 
sins, although their backsliding is im- 
plied in verses 12 and 13. Whether or 
not our afflictions are the results of sin, 
we should recognize the hand of God in 
them, and not let ourselves be blinded 
to ultimate truth by the agents and inci- 
dents of our trouble. 

Again, God wanted His people to know 
that He afflicted them for good. He had 
good designs, gracious designs, and the 
present severity was the required measure 
to bring His purposes of love and peace 
to pass (v. 11). Let us not think that 
God hates us or is casting us off when 
we are afflicted. “It is for discipline 
that ye endure” (Heb. 12:7). See Psalm 
119:67, 71; 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18, and a 
host of other passages. The affliction is 
not forever. God has the exact duration 
of it marked on His calendar (v. 10), and 
He keeps His appointments to the min- 
ute. 

The other great thought is, how God’s 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT are the terminal dates of the 
two kingdoms? 

2. Who were the last kings of the two 
kingdoms? 

3. Who were the conquerors of the 
two kingdoms? 

4. Whose sins were responsible for the 
downfall of Judah? 

5. What was the general condition of 
the Jews in captivity in Babylon? 

6. Why did Jeremiah write this letter 
to the captives? 

7. What basic truth concerning the 
captivity is here emphasized? 

8. What attitude did Jeremiah encour- 
age toward their captors? 

9. To what exercise is affliction a spe- 
cial call? 

10. To what other prophet did this 
revelation to Jeremiah become the occa- 
sion of a still more wonderful prophecy? 

(Answers on page 437) 
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people should act in affliction. Know- 
ing that it is the Lord’s hand upon us 
should determine our conduct. We can 
chafe and murmur and rebel, and make 
things all the harder for ourselves, be- 
sides missing the good that our Heavenly 
Father wants to do us. This is what 
the false prophets wanted the Jews in 
Babylon to do. There are such things 
as “lost sorrows,” sorrows that do not 
bring their fruit of blessing because of 
our rebellious attitude. 


The other thing we can do is to ad- 
just ourselves to the situation, not in a 
despairing fatalism, but in a spirit of 
bravely carrying on and seeking to reap 
the full benefits of the new circum- 
stances. “Build ... houses, . . . plant 
gardens, .. . beget sons and daughters.” 
By grace and grit, make the situation 
yield fruit. Besides that, don’t be sour, 
but pray for those who seem to be the 
cause of your trouble, but are only the 
agents of it, and do them all the good 
you can (v. 7). See Romans 12:20. And 
then, let times of affliction be occasions 
of heart-searching, and of turning to 
God, who waits to bless (vs. 12, 13). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A sinning nation goes into captivity 
(2 Chron, 36:11-21), 

2. A sinning nation sorrows in captivity 
(Psa. 137). 

3. A sinning nation comforted in cap- 
tivity (Jer. 29:1-14). 

4. A sinning nation’s elect remnant in 
captivity (Dan, 1). 


Topics for Development 

Israel and Judah. We have seen how 
both kingdoms were overrun, and their 
peoples carried captive. But we asked 
three questions in the “Approach to the 
Lesson” which might be answered here 

1. Why did Judah escape Israel’s fate 
when Assyria was Sweeping all before 
it? At that time, Judah was ruled by 
good King Hezekiah, who met the As- 
syrian threat with prayer and faith. 
See the result in 2 Kings 19:35-37. The 
Assyrians did come back in the reign of 
Manasseh, but his repentance, coupled 
doubtless with Assyria’s decreasing abil- 
ity to hold her conquests, gave him back 
his kingdom (2 Chron. 33:11-13). God’s 
time was not yet come. 

2. Why did Judah, delivered at the 
time of Hezekiah, finally suffer destruc- 
tion and captivity? Because of the sin 
of Manasseh, and the corruption which 
he sowed in the nation, which could not 
be healed by his repentance, nor by the 
reforms of Josiah (2 Kings 24:3, 4). It 
had gone too far. So we remember 
again that privilege does not mean im- 
munity to chastening. 

3. Why was there a restoration for 
Judah and not for Israel? Because the 
ultimate purposes of God were wrapped 
up in Judah, and in the house of David. 
The nation must be preserved, and the 
line of David sustained, for the coming 
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of Christ. God’s purposes and promises 
stand forever. 

Seventy Years and Seventy Weeks. 
More advanced students will be interested 
to see how Jeremiah’s prophecy came to 
Daniel when the time was approaching, 
and set him praying. In response to 
that prayer came the great revelation 
of the seventy weeks. Read Daniel 9. 
See how response to light brings more 
light. Surely we are living in days that 
should set us praying, “as ye see the day 
approaching.” 


Personal Applications 
Forgiveness and restoration do not al- 


ways stay the effects of sin. Manasseh 
was restored, but the nation perished 
for his evil (2 Kings 24:3, 4). Don’t sow 


trouble for future generations. 

Ycu may be rich in spiritual privilege, 
but don’t think that that will shield you 
from the consequences of sin. The 
greater your privileges, the severer will 
be the chastening. 

Patriotism does not always 
agreement with the prevailing policies 
of the government, 

A good way to avoid resentments is 
to look away from the agent to the First 
Cause. (See 2 Sam. 16:5-12.) 

Affliction is God’s molding finger. 
Yield to the pressure, and both the pain 
will be less and the Master Craftsman’s 
work will be better done. 


mean 


The potter knows how much of the 
oven his clay needs. When God says 
“seventy” (Jer. 29:10), don't try to re- 


duce it. He wants to make you the finest 
porcelain, 


Don't sulk, but seek (v. 13). 


Golden Text 
Jeremiah 29:13.—Salvation is 
but it is not divorced from seek- 


sover- 


eign, 
ing. The fatalistic attitude never yet 
stumbled into salvation. And what is 


true of initial salvation is equally true 
of every fresh “discovery” of God. 
WHEATON, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted.” 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, who hast required that 
prayer be heartfelt and real, help us to 
be thoughtful and sincere in our prayer. 
For Thy constant care we thank Thee, 
for daily Thou dost load us with benefits. 
Our deepest thanks is for Thy chiefest 
gift, the Lord Jesus Christ. Make us 
to love Thee as we ought whose love 
to us is so great. Make us careful to 
keep Thy Commandments as those who 
gladly do Thy will for love's sake. 
Whatever wrong has marred our lives 
since last we met here, forgive, and let 
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this new week overflow with Thy mercies, 
and may our lives overfiow in all that 
is right and good and kind. Comfort 
and aid the afflicted, especially remem- 
bering any of our own Sunday school 
who are in trouble or pain. Guide our 
rulers, guard our servicemen, control in 
the councils cf the nations, and send out 
the Gospel in fresh power to all people 
to turn men everywhere to the paths 
of right and peace, for Thy dear Son's 
sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.— 
had misbehaved during 
about to say his evening 
mother said, “You should tell 
your prayer that you are sorry.” 


A little fellow who 
the day was 
prayer. His 
God in 
“But, 
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Mother,” objected the boy, “I can’t tell 
God I’m sorry when I'm not.” “Then 
the only thing you can do is to ask God 
to make you sorry,” said Mother. Both 
boy and mother knew that prayer is 
not real, and worth nothing, if our heart 
is not in it. John Bunyan once said, 
“In prayer it is better to have heart 
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without words than words without 
heart.” 

Did you memorize today’s Golden 


Text? Let us repeat it together. “Ye 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your heart.” 
Because of the sin and wickedness 
among them, the people to whom that 
text was written had been taken away 
captive from their own land to Babylon. 
But they were not sorry for their sins, 
and so God told them their punishment 
would last many years till at last they 
were sorry and really longed to be right 
with God. Then they would seek Him 
with all their heart, and heartfelt prayer 
would get through to God, and He would 
release them from their captivity. 

Much of the trouble in the world to- 
day is because people have sinned but 
are not concerned, and have not re- 
pented. They have not.frcm the heart 
turned to God. Till they do they can 
expect no help from God. Let us be 
sure that each of us turns from sin to 
God with all the heart. Prayer from 
people like that still moves the hand 
that rules the world, and no other kind 
of prayer does. 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, 
minister and Bible expositor, 
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He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., 


staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


Cincinnati 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Now these are the words of the let- 
ter . . .” (Jer. 29:1).—The Lord had 
allowed His people to be taken into cap- 
tivity because of their sins. It was a 
disciplinary measure with a view to 
their restoration. 

It was only natural that many of the 
captives should dream that the period 
of captivity would be brief. And false 
prophets arose in their midst definitely 
saying, in the name of the Lord, that 
the time would be short. One of them 
went so far as to send word back to 
Jerusalem to ask why the Prophet Jere- 
miah had not been reproved for saying, 
“This captivity is long” (chap. 29: 25-32). 
To expose the fallacy of the dreamers 
and the error of the _ self-appointed 
prophets, the Lord had Jeremiah write 
and dispatch the letter mentioned in our 
lesson. 

There are many dreamers and false 
prophets abroad in the world today. The 
Holy Scriptures constitute God’s letter 
to us. All lovers of the Word can say 
with the psalmist, “Concerning the 
works of men, by the word of thy lips 
I have kept me from the paths of the 
destroyer” (Psa. 17:4). 

An atheist sent a parcel of infidel liter- 
ature to a young man, advising him to 
read it in preference to the Bible. He 
wrote back: “Dear Sir: If you have 
something better than the Sermon on 
the Mourt, more beautiful than the story 
of the Prodigal Son or the Good Samari- 
tan; or any code of morals higher than 
the Ten Commandments or the Golden 
Rule of Jesus Christ: or more consoling 
then the Twenty-third Psalm: or some- 
thing that will reveal to me a more lov- 
ing and merciful God, or will throw 
more light on the future-—send_ it 
along!” Needless to say it was not 
forthcoming. 

! would that all possesscrs of the 
Bible would exclaim as one South Sea 
Islander did: “My brethren and sisters, 
this is my resolve: the dust shall never 
cover my Bible, the moth shall never 
eat it, the mildew shall never rot it. 
My light! My joy!” 

“That ye may be increased there .. . 
‘Jer, 29:6).—They were to be there 70 
yeers — not that all lived the whole pe- 
ried, and not that all returned to Canaan 
when the 70 years were passed, but 70 
years was the divinely appointed time 
of ‘heir captivity. They should marry, 
build houses, plant gardens, pray for 
those in authority and seek the peace 
of the place, and increase. 

Th is an interesting 70 years men- 
tioned in Psalm 90:10 for our considera- 
tion “which few exceed and multitudes 
never come near.” And “marriage is 
honourable in all.” And we read of 
John’s home (John 19:27) and Peter's 
house (Matt. 8:14) and Mary’s house 


” 
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(Acts 12:12); and we certainly should 
pray for those in authority (1 Tim, 2: 
1, 2). And believers should increase in 
numbers. The Lord Jesus wanted His 
disciples to “catch men.” Paul was will- 
ing to do any legitimate thing, that he 
might “by all means save some.” The 
Lord Jesus said, “Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” 

A missionary said that every Chris- 
tian could do personal work for the Sav- 
iour, if willing. After the message a 
woman said: “What can I do? Iama 
poor widow with five children to sup- 
port. How can I find time to speak to 
anyone about Christ?” “Do delivery 
men call at your house?” “Of course,” 
was the curt reply, and the woman 
turned away. 

Two years later, the man of God spoke 
in the same place. After the service 
a woman said: “I am the person who 
was vexed with you when you asked 
if delivery men called at my house. But 
I went home to pray. God showed me 
my duty and privilege. Through my 
humble efforts five persons have been 
led to the Saviour and those five are con- 
sistent workers for our Lord!” 

What an increase it would be if every 
believer multiplied himself (or herself) 
by at least five! 

“Thoughts of peace, and not of evil 

(Jer 29:11).—Rotherham’s transla- 
tic yn of this verse is appealing: “For I 
know the plans which I am planning for 
you, declareth Jehovah. Plans of wel- 
fare and not of calamity, to give you a 
future and a hope.” 

In love and wisdom the Lord has plan- 
ned marvelous things for Israel, the 
nations, the Church, and creation, 

He had plans which would be exe- 
cuted at the expiration of 70 years (v. 
10); but He also has plans to be fulfilled 
during His reign over the earth. Israel 
is to be regathered and re-established 
in the Promised Land; there is to be 
another temple and priesthood. (See Isa. 
61; Jer. 31; Ezek. 36, and so forth.) 

The nations saved out of the Great 
Tribulation shall enjoy the glories of 
the Kingdom prepared from the founda- 
tion of the world (Matt. 25:34: Rev. 
21:24). 

Creation itself shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption (Rom, 8:19- 
22: Isa. 55:12, 13). 

For the Church, He has planned most 
glorious things such as the Rapture, the 
Presentation, the Inheritance, the Mar- 
riage of the Lamb, the City Foursquare, 
and the like. 

Sometimes our best-laid plans become 
changed. Judson, as a young man, plan- 
ned to become famous as an actor. He 
became a pioneer missionary to Burma. 

Livingstone studied and planned to go 
to China as a medical missionary. In- 
stead, he p.anted the Cross in the heart 
of Africa. God’s plans for us are always 
superior ! 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I want you to turn to 

Ezekiel 11: 14-21 and see how patient 
the Lord is with His sinning and dis- 
obedient children. This is a priceless 
thing to you and me, because we are 
sinning and disobedient, too. I wonder 
sometimes just where I would be if it 
were not for the long-suffering patience 
and tender mercy of my Lord. “Whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth” 
(Heb, 12:6). “As many as I love, I re- 
buke and chasten: be zealous therefore, 
and repent” (Rev. 3:19). 

And He sorely punished the Israelites 
for their persistent idolatries and out- 
rageous violations of God’s clear com- 
nandments; but all through it He showed 
His great love for them and desire to 
help them to return to right living. 

I shall never forget the switchings my 





Littie Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY 
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dear mother gave me—punishment I 
well deserved, for I was often rebellious 
and disobedient. But always when she 
had switched me she would put her arms 
around me and draw me up close to her 
while she stroked my little legs that 
the switch had stung. Her soft hands 
felt so good and I sobbed my penitence 
out on her shoulder. “Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him. For he knoweth 
our frame; he remembereth that we are 
dust” (Psa. 103:13, 14). 

The Prophet Isaiah knew. Listen to 
him tell it: “In all their affliction he 
was afflicted, and the angel of his pres- 
ence saved them: in his love and in his 
pity he redeemed them; and he bare 
them, and carried them all the days of 
old” (Isa. 63:9). That was a forecast 
of John 3:16. 

In our lesson text today God is speak- 
ing to the captives in Babylon through 
His Prophet Jeremiah. They had been 
carried away from Jerusalem, their be- 
loved city, by Nebuchadnezzar. God per- 
mitted it as a punishment. The Cap- 
tivity lasted 70 years. He told them it 
would be that long: then they would be 
allowed to return. Some, of course, knew 
they would not live long enough for it, 
and you can imagine how hopeless they 
must have been as aliens in a foreign 
land. But Jeremiah is telling them to 
adjust themselves to the situation and 
make the best of it. Although they were 
prisoners, they had a certain freedom, 
with the opportunity to make their liv- 
ing and have their own homes. So the 
prophet tells them to build houses and 
establish their home and family life: 
to plant gardens so they could have 
plenty of fresh vegetables, including the 
leeks and garlic which they liked so well 
in their homes in Judah. Also to marry 
(among themselves: not the Babylo- 
nians) and to rear families, and to give 
their children in marriage. 

Moreover, that they should seek the 
peace of the city in which they were 
living. Be good citizens; pray for the 
peace of the city and your neighbors, 
for as they have peace, so shall you be 
the more contented. “Then shall ye call 
upon me, .. . and I will hearken unto 
you” (Jer. 29:12). 

Then the Lord gives His promise that 
at the end of the period of punishment 
He will bring them back to their Jeru- 
salem once more and restcre them to 
normal life again. “For I know the 
thoughts that I think toward you, saith 
the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give you an expected end” (Jer. 
29:11). 

I have seen men undergoing punish- 
ment, sickness, failure in business, de- 
sertion of friends, suffering at the same 
time the pangs of remorse for the sinful 
life they had been living, knowing they 
had brought it all upon themselves, 
dumbly accepting it as a fate from which 
there was no escape. They knew they 
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had .no claim upon God and were 
ashamed to call upon Him. That was 
very foolish. This last mistake was the 
greatest of all, for a gracious Heavenly 
Father had already made provision for 
their restoration. For “God commendeth 
his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom, 5:8). “And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). And, 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). 
Fontana Dam, N, C. 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A DEPORTED PEOPLE 

OSIAH, the great-grandson of King 

Hezekiah, was the last good king 
of Judah. After Josiah’s death, the king- 
dom went from bad to worse. God 
raised up prophets like Jeremiah to warn 
the people of coming judgment, but they 
would not listen. So at last God let the 
little country of Judah go into captivity 
just as Israel, the northern kingdom, 
had gone one hundred years earlier. 

Turn to 2 Chronicles 36:11 and find 
out who was the last king of Judah. 
Find the reasons in verses 12 and 13 for 
which God allowed King Zedekiah to go 
into captivity. Read verses 14 to 16 to 
find the sins of the people. Notice that 
God sometimes allows persons to mock 
His messengers, despise His Word, and 
misuse His prophets. But God will not 
allow this forever. If people will not 
repent, there will come a time when 
there is no remedy, and their docm will 
be sealed. Read verses 17 to 21 to see 
how terribly Judah was punished. In 
verse 15 we read that God “had compas- 
sion on his people, and on his dwelling 
place.” If the Israelites had only obeyed 
the Lerd they could have lived happily 
in their own land ruled by Him. But 
they rejected Him and were delivered 
into the hands of conquerors who were 
without compassion on either God's peo- 
ple or His dwelling place. Verses 17 and 
18 tell how the Chaldeans treated the 
people, and verses 17 to 20 tell how they 
treated God’s dwelling place, 

Although the Chaldeans were without 
mercy, their king, Nebuchadnezzar, was 
an able ruler. He wanted his capital 
city, Babylon, to be the center of the 
brains of the world as well as the center 
of its wealth and religion. So Nebuchad- 
nezzar commanded that the finest princes 
of Israel be brought to his palace to be 
educated there. Read Daniel 1:4 to see 
what kind of boys the king wanted. 
Read verse 5 to see how long their edu- 
cation was to be carried on. Just think, 
in three years they had to be able to 
answer questions on science, history, 
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CAN BE A 
MISSIONARY 


to America’s neediest and hardest-to-reach 
age group. F.B.I. figures reveal that 
four out of five teen-agers never go to 


church. Church leaders despair that 
85% of those in Sunday school drift 
away from the church during the teen- 
age years. But these are not just 
statistics. There are boys and girls in your 
block who have no touch with the Gospel. 


America’s young people are your 
responsibility. It takes time, and trouble, 
and prayer, and patience to win them. 
But it can, be done! And you can 
have apart. Young Life Magazine 
is an entering wedge that has already 
led hundreds of teen-agers to the Lord. 
There’s nothing else like it — attractive 
Christian reading which unsaved young 
people actually read! Pages and pages 
of pictures of happy Christian young 
people... Christian fiction by Amer- 
ica’s best writers . . . down-to-earth 
articles on Christian living... thrilling 
testimonies from young Christians. 


Why not send it to the boy or girl 
down the street? We’ll send the next 
nine issues for a special introductory 
price of $1.co(regular subscription price, 
$1.50 a year), Or send it to your Sun- 
day school class. Order as many sub- 
scriptions as you wish at this low price. 
Include yourself, and learn more about 
Young Life Campaign, the mission to 
America’s teen-agers. 


YOUNG LIFE Magazine 
Dept. S$ 4215 Live Oak Street, Dallas 4, Texas 


Send YOUNG LIFE for the next nine months to 
Name 


Street and No 





City Zone State 


($1.25 for 





My dollar bill or check is attached. 
Canada and foreign countries.) 
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WALK 5 MILES 
Sat 


RIDE 7,198 TO SEE 
BEAUTIFUL U.S.A. 





Walking beside an ox-team and 
covered wagon was a hard way to 
see America first, when the West was 
young and when California had only 
a few thousand inhabitants, mostly 
Indians. Today there are 6,907,387 
people in California, and every- 
body rides. That is what you will 
do, if you travel with the Christian 
Fellowship Tour in 1951. Of course 
you may walk as much as 5 miles 
about a steamer deck, and includ- 
ing the distance from trainside to 
sightseeing cars, but mostly you 
relax in an upholstered seat, 


If you are free to enjoy 28 days 
of summer in the North and 
Alaska, by all means enroll for the 
Sunday School Times’ Christian 
Fellowship Cruise to Alaska, which 
leaves Chicago June 28. But if 
you have less time, join the party 
anyway, making the tour of the 
West, but not including Alaska. 
This special group will travel with 
the Tour from Chicago June 28 to 
Colorado, California, Yosemite 
Park, Oregon, Washington, Rainier 
Park, and British Columbia — 6,291 
miles by modern trains, 180 miles 
by steamer, and 727 miles by sight- 
seeing cars—and arrive back in 
Chicago July 16—a journey of 19 
days. The complete expense of 
this shorter tour will be substan- 
tially less than the 28-day cruise. 

Escorted tours are very enjoy- 
able. Traveling with a congenial 
party is more fun than going 
alone. New friends, new experi- 
ences, new appreciation of living 
in this America of ours, all come 
with travel. Christian Fellowship 
travel folders are available now 
for 1951. Send for free copy to 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


Write M. M. Goodsill, General 
Passenger Agent, 955 Northern Pa- 
cific Railway Building, St. Paul 1, 
Minnesota, for general information 
about western travel to Yellow- 
stone Park, the Dude Ranches, and 
National Parks. In your letter, or 
on your postal card, just tell us 
where you'd like to go — then we'll 
send you a brief itinerary and cost 
estimate. 
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geography, and so forth, in a strange 
new language. They really must have 
had to study! Read verse 6 and find 
the names of four boys of this group 
who made God’s Honor Roll. 

Mary has written a story for our chil- 
dren’s library book about these four cap- 
tive princes. 

DANIEL AND His FRIENDS 


Jerusalem had been captured. 
he new ruler’s name was King Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 
King Nebuchadnezzar called one of his 
servants, 
He told him to go to Jerusalem and 
bring back some of the princes. 
“These boys must be wise and strong,” 
said the king. 

“They must be good in science and in 
other studies.” 

The servant went to Jerusalem and came 
back with several boys. 

One of these boys was named Daniel 

These boys were to live in the palace 
and eat the king’s food. 

Daniel loved God, and his three friends 
loved God, too. 

They did not want to eat the king’s food 
and drink his wine, 

They knew God did not want them to. 

Daniel spoke to the man who brought 
their food every day. 

He said, “May we have plain food and 
water? 

“Our God does not want us to eat food 
that has been offered to idols.” 

Daniel’s request was granted. 

So the four boys had nothing to eat but 
bread and water. 

All the other young princes had the 
king’s rich food and wine 

But Daniel and his friends did not mind. 

They knew God was pleased with them 

Three years later all the princes were 
brought before the king, 

He asked them all many hard questions 

Daniel and his three friends answered 
better than all the rest. 

The king was pleased with them 

Best of all, God was pleased with them, 
too. 

Is it not wonderful that these four 
boys remained true to God in a heathen 
land with no parents to help them, no 
church services to attend, and no human 
encouragement whatsoever? Could ycu 
girls pass such a test? 

Harriet has written about Daniel's 
three friends, who proved a few year: 
later that they would rather die than 
dishonor the Lord. 

THE BURNING Fiery FURNACE 


King Nebuchadnezzar did not love God. 

He made a big golden idol. 

The king said everyone must bow down 
and worship his idol. 

If anyone would not, he would be thrown 
into a big furnace of fire. 

When the band played music, everyone 
was to bow down to the idol. 
The band played. Everyone bowed down 
excepting Daniel's three friends. 
They knew God did not want them to 
worship the idol. 

The angry king asked them why they 
did not worship his idol. 

They said, “We cannot worship idols. 
We worship the true Ged.” 

The king told the soldiers to throw them 
into the fiery furnace. 

They made the furnace seven times hot- 
ter than it was before. 

Then the soldiers threw Daniel’s three 
friends into the furnace. 

The king looked over at the blazing fire. 

He saw fhe three men walking around 
in the fire. 
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He saw a fourth person walking with 
them. 

The fourth person looked like the Son 
of God. 

The king was very frightened. 

He called, “You can all come out of the 
fire now.” 

They came out, and everyone looked at 
them. 

They were not hurt a bit, and even their 
clothes were not burned. 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar said that 
everyone must worship the true God, 

He said, “None of our idols can take care 
of people that way.” 

How thrilling it is to read of these 
Jewish princes who were faithful to God 
in the face of such a fiery trial! 

Read Psalm 137 to get some idea of 
the sorrowful plight of the Jewish cap- 
tives in Babylon. Can you see them 
sitting weeping by the river in this for- 
eign land? Among this group of cap- 
tives was a young priest by the name of 
Ezekiel. Read Ezekiel 1:1-3 to get in- 
treduced to him. Through this faithful 
priest God was able to send encourage- 
ment to those among the captives whose 
hearts turned back to Him. Read Ezekiel 
11: 14-29 to see one of the gracious mes- 
sages God teld Ezekiel to give. Here the 
Lord promised to be a refuge for His 
people even in the land of their captiv- 
ity. to regather them once more into 
their own land, and to make them fit 
to live there. 

God’s prophet Jeremiah was not taken 
away into captivity. He was allowed to 
remain in Jerusalem. He also was faith- 
ful to God and did all he could to en- 
courage the captives to fellow the Lord 
in their faraway land Read Jeremiah 
29:1 and find out to whom Jeremiah 
wrote a letter. Now read the letter in 
verses 4-28. Notice how long their cap- 
tivity was to last and how happily it 
was to end with the Jews returned in 
heart to God and in body to their own 
land. 

The great truth that stands out to 
me in this lesson is that the path away 
from God gets increasingly unhappy till 
it ends in despair, but the path of obe- 
dience to God leads to victory over cir- 
cumstances and ends in certain reward 

Assignments: Wilma, please write 
about Ezra, from Ezra 8 and 9. Dora, 
please write about Nehemiah, from Ne- 
hemiah 1 and 2. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


ue 
Me 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Higher Altitude Needed.—yYe _ shall 
seek me, and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart (Jer. 
29:13, Golden Text). An English aviator, 
with provisions in his plane, was on his 
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way from England to Alaska. Suddenly 
he heard a noise as of gnawing. Startled, 
he thought to himself, “What if an ani- 
mal is gnawing at the gas line?” An 
attempt to land, he realized, would mean 
sudden death. In his extremity, the 
aviator remembered that animals are 
unable to live at a high altitude. So he 
turned his plane heavenward and 
climbed. Then he listened; there was 
no more noise. Presently he piloted his 
plane back to a normal altitude. After 
a safe landing, the aviator made a 
search He discovered in the rear of 
the plane a huge field rat, which obvi- 
ously had been gnawing at the gas line. 
Had he not climbed heavenward, his 
plane would have been wrecked, and he 
would have suffered death. Today, 
gnawing at the heartstrings of individ- 
uals and of nations are things that cause 
death. It is high time for us to turn our 
thoughts heavenward and climb to 
higher ground.—From the Pulpit. Sent 
by the Rev. Charles V. Naugle, Ma- 
cungie, Pa, 


Forgeries.—Ye shall seek me, and find 
me, when ye shall search for me with all 
your heart (Jer, 29:13, Golden Text). Dr. 
John Rice says: “Iamconvinced that many 
of us are forgers, putting Christ’s name 
to a praver where He would not sign it, 
using His name in trying to secure things 
He would not endorse! The Bible does 
not promise to answer any prayer we 
say is in His name, but rather any 
prayer that is really asked for His sake, 
because that is what He wants and what 
He would ask for. ‘In Jesus’ name’ is 
not to be used simply as a magic for- 
mula. . The condition of a_ successful 
prayer is not a matter of words, but of 
heart. To pray in Jesus’ name simply 
means to pray in the will of God.” This 
is the same message Jeremiah is trying 
to tell the Children of Israel. Prayer 
must come from the  heart.—From 
“Prayer.” by Evangelist John Rice. Sent 
by Mrs. Herman L Robertson. High 
Point, N. C. 


Dangerous Inclusiveness.—Let not your 
prophets and your diviners, that be in 
the midst of you, deceive you (Jer. 29:8). 
Lack of discernment often accounts for 
the failure of those in the pew to realize 
the full import of unsound teaching from 
the pulpit A brilliant modernistic 
preacher, who had pleased his audience 
with flowery oratory and beautiful per- 
orations, as he discoursed glibly of the 
importance of breadth of view and the 
danger of bigoted opinions, was bidding 
farewell to his congregation as he was 
about to leave them for a new parish. 
One of his young men approached him, 
ind said: “Pastor, I am so sorry we are 
losing you. Before you came I was one 
who did not care for God, man, or the 
Devil, but through your delightful ser- 
mons, I have learned to love them all!” 
—From the late Dr. H. A. Ironside. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
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His Way Always Best.—For I know 
the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an expected end 


(Jer, 29:11). 


He leadeth me 

In pastures green? No, not always. 
Sometimes He who knoweth best 

In kindness leadeth me in weary ways 
Where heavy shadows be 


Out of the sunshine warm and soft and 


bright, 
Out of the sunshine into darkest night. 


I oft would yield to sorrow and to fright 


Only for this: I know He holds my hand 
So, whether led in green or desert land, 
I trust, although F cannot understand 


—From Wheaton College Bulletin. Sent 


by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Paid By a Glass of Milk.—For I know 
the thoughts that I think toward you, 
... to give you an expected end (Jer. 
29:11). A medical college student was 
trying to sell books in a Maryland farm- 
ing district one summer to pay college 
He stopped at a house, but 
found only a bright, happy, teen-age 
girl at home. He asked her if she 
wanted to buy a book. She replied that 
her mother was a widow and that they had 
Then he asked for a glass 
of water. She told him they had plenty 
of good, cold milk in the cave, if he liked 
milk. He said he did very much, and 
she gave him a second glass. When he 
offered to pay for it, she said, “No, no, 
taught me to be kind to 
strangers. and that is what I am trying 
to do.” Years passed. The medical stu- 
dent became a famous surgeon. As he 
walked through the hospital ward where 
he was chief of staff, he recognized the 
girl who gave him the milk. She was 


expenses. 


no money 


Mother 


too ill to recognize anyone. He ordered 


her moved to a private room, put skilled 
nurses on her case, perfermed the sur- 
gery, and gave all the medical care nec- 
essary. When she was fully recovered, 
he gave orders to notify her that she 
» home. “Oh, I am so glad,” she 
said to the nurse who told her, “but the 


could g 


cost of all this worries me: the bill must 
be very great.” When the nurse brought 


it and she saw the staggering cost of 


the operation and hospital care. she burst 
into tears. When she dried her eyes and 
saw the total figure, she noticed an 
added line “Paid in full by a glass of 
milk. Howard A. Kelly, M.D.”—From 


Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 


by Anna A. Milligan, Sterling, Kans 


When a Chinese Captain Called.— 


Then shall ye call upon me and I 


will hearken unto you (Jer. 29:12). A 
captain in the Nationalist forces in China 
came to the Christian faith through 
reading a verse from the Gospel accord- 


ing to John. He and the remainder of 


his men, after a severe engagement, took 
refuge in a deserted cottage. It looked 
impossible for them to escape capture, 
since the Communist forces were head- 
ing straight for them. In this extremity 
his eve fell on an old copy of Jchn’s 
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What Happened in the 
Sixteenth Century That 
“Broke the 
Chains of 
Rome”? 


we 





ere is the great 
story of Mar 

tin Luther the 
humble monk 
who sang for his 
bread in the 
streets the 
priest who became a great thorn in the 
sides of the Roman Catholic Church—-the 
15th Century peasant who was frightened 
into the priesthood by a flash of lightning! 


Here, in a giant 556-page volume, is the 
eye-opening, spellbinding story of a sen- 
sitive, high-strung and emotional man who 
had the courage to face up to the indul- 
gence system of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Here is the fascinating story of 
the man who defied the Pope to prove 
him wrong- who, as a priest, married a 
nun and had five children. 


Here, in this wonderful big book, is the 
story of a great man who scrubbed floors 
for aliving—whose food was mainly bread 
and herring! It tells of Luther’s life in a 
monastery — of his first awakening to the 
call of God within him — of the earth- 
shaking Age of the Reformation, when 


studies flourished, minds were awakening 
This book, now 

made its appear- a 

ance in  book- it 
understand more 


and the Gospel of the grace of God was 
reprinted, is one 
publishing histo- 
completely the 







being preached outside the walls of the 
of the strongest 
ry This book 


Catholic Church. nN 
that has ever 
will help you to 
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Church. Send WS CheRifeg 
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for it now, an ‘arr 
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our risk. If you 
want to keep it, 
it’s only $3.50, 
plus postage. If 
you don’t, return 
it at our expense 
and owe nothing 





Vail the coupon today to: 


Moody Press, Dept. S 732 

153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Illinois 

Please send me, on free trial, a copy of The Life and 
Times of Martin Luther. I will keep it for a week, then 
either return it at your expense, owing nothing—or keey 
it and send you $3.50 plus postage. 


Name | 


( ) Check here if you enclose $3.50 now. WE then pay 
postage. (Money refunded if you return the book.) 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 





SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE 
Seattle 99, Washington 
The International School of Missions 


For missionaries under appointment, on furlough, 
¢ or candidates for a degree. 


Intensive language studies in Japanese, Chinese, 
Spanish, and Frenc 


Scores of related courses. 


Dr. C. Hoyt Watson, President 


BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE 


OF CLEVEL. 
8273 Hough Ave., Cleveland 3, Ohio 


¢ 3-year Master Bible Course 
¢ 4-year Christian Education Course 
¢ 5-year Pastor’s Course 
Active Christian service department gives students 
actual experience. Endorsed by General Associ- 
ation of Regular Baptist Churches. Write for 
catalog. 





TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
e Christian 
e Accredited 
e Friendly 


UPLAND - - - - INDIANA 


Write 
Wm. M. McCreery, President 
Sterling, Kansas 

A United Presbyterian four-year college offering 
accredited program in liberal arts, fine arts, Bible 
and religion, home economics, music, science, 
speech. Personalized instruction given by qualified 
faculty. Expenses moderate. 

65th year begins September 10th 





GREENVILLE COLLEGE 


For 58 years this 4-year Liberal Arts school has 
trained some of America’s sturdiest Christian 
families. 

Attended by students from 30 denominations 
Fall Term Opens 
September 17, 1951 


Summer School 
June 5 to August 16 
Dr. H. J. Long, President 


Greenville Illinois 


GREENSBURG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Oakland and Stanton Greensburg, Pa. 
Day-time and evening classes 
hree-year Master Bible courses 
Collegiate Bible course 
fajor music 
A. F. BANKER, D.D., President 
Write for catalog 


Get a Bible Education 





HUNTINGTON COLLEGE 


100 years of Christian education. Well-equipped 
campus in friendly Huntington. Qualified, trained 
faculty, and congenial student body. Accredited 
Liberal Arts courses lead to B.A. and B.S. 
degrees. Spiritual, scholastic, social and physical 
training. Write: 


Dr. Elmer Becker, President 


Dept. D Huntington, Indiana 


GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1515 South 10th Street Omaha 8, Nebraska 
SCHOLARLY — EVANGELICAL — MISSIONARY 
Three-Year Courses 
Four-Year Course leading to A.B. Degree in Bible 
Write for Catalog 
Rev. H. D. Burkholder, B.D., M.A., Acting Pres. 





Dallas Theological Seminary 
and Graduate School of Theology 

A denominationally unrelated seminary now in 
25th year offering four-year standard theological 
curriculum for college fredustes leading to Th.M., 
graduate work toward Th.D Biblical, conserva- 
tive, premillennial. Accredited by New York Re- 
gents. Approved for veterans. Address Registrar: 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Founder and President 
3909 Swiss Avenue Dallas 4, Texas 


Pikeville, Kentucky 
A fundamental, evangelistic, spiritual, non-sec- 
tarian school offering a three-year Bible course with 
electives in the ministerial, missionary, music, 
Christian education, and commercial fields. 
TUITION FREE 
1951-52 season opens September 10. 
Write for information 





STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distince- 
tive Christian training. Grades seven to college 
entrance. Boys from fourteen states and eleven 
foreign countries. {5-acre campus, accessible by 
car or train. Twenty-ninth year begins Sept. 15. 

For a catalogue, write the headmaster. 

Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 

Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


BUFFALO BIBLE INSTITUTE 


827 Delaware Avenue Buffalo 9, New York 
Thorough three-year courses in Theology, Chris- 
tian Education, and Missions. Bible Music. Co- 
educational. Beautiful buildings and grounds. 
Approved by Accrediting Association of Bible In- 
stitutes (Intermediate Division). Self-help oppor- 
tunities. 
D. K. Reisinger, President. 





SHELTON COLLEGE 


offers 
a Christian college education free from denomina- 
tional bias and all entangling alliances with modern- 
ism SHELTON stands upon the authority of the 
Bible as the Word of God. Write for catalog. 
SHELTON COLLEGE 
340 West 55th Street New York 19, N.Y. 


William Jennings Bryan University 
A Christ-centered, Interdenominational, Co-Edu- 
cational, Liberal Arts College. 

Offers course leading to the B.A. and B.S. De- 
grees. Able faculty. Small classes. Christian 
atmosphere. Write Box 76. 

JUDSON A. RUDD, President 

Dayton - - Tennessee, U. S. A. 





Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 


Three-Year General Bible Course 
Missions—Christian Education 
Tuition Free—VA approved 


Write for catalogue 





The Missionary Training Institute 
Nyack, New York 


NYACK offers diploma and degree courses in 
Christian i ai Alec 
Theology Sacred Music 


“America’s First Bible School”’ 
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Gospel which had been left on the 
kitchen table. He had been educated in 
a mission school, and knew something 
of the Christian religion. He took up 
the Gospel, opened it, and read, “If ye 
abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye Shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (John 15:7), 
He and his men knelt and prayed as they 
had never prayed in their lives, and as 
they knelt they heard the enemy pass 
by another way. He looked at his men, 
and said: “When I was young, I went 
to a mission school and was educated 
by Christians. I know now that Jesus 
can be trusted to guide us through every 
danger.” Since that day the Captain 
has read the Gospel regularly, and three 
months later he called on Mr. Liu and 
bought twenty copies of the New Testa- 
ment for his men, more than ten of 
whom wanted to become Christians. — 
From “Make the Tree Good.” Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Better Than Seeking.—And I will be 
found of you, saith the Lord (Jer. 29: 
14). There is something better than 
seeking God —even better than seeking 
Him with our whole heart. For as long 
as we seek we are unsatisfied, and God 
has something better for us than that. 
The Keswick Calendar gives an incident 
of the great Scottish scholar, Professor 
Duncan, known to his students as “Rabbi 
Duncan,” because of his Oriental schol- 
arship. A friend overheard him talking 
to a poor woman, and this is what the 
great scholar was saying: “Now, you 
have promised to seek; only remember, 
seeking won't save you. But if you seek, 
you will find, and finding will save you.” 
Finding is infinitely better than seeking. 
The only purpose of seeking is finding, 
and unless the finding comes, the seek- 
ing has been a failure.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration, 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Daniel’s Choice (Dan. 1:8-15). 


ET the children use the pointer on a 

map and show the answers to re- 
view questions: Where did Moses lead 
God’s people? Where was David king? 
Where was King Ahab ruler? Where 
was Hezekiah king? 

Prophet Elijah tried to warn King 
Ahab, but he would not change and do 
right. So God let an enemy capture his 
country and carry the people away. (Use 
pointer to indicate the removal of Is- 
rael northeastward to Assyria.) But 
King Hezekiah listened to Prophet Isa- 
iah and did right, so he had good success. 
Hezekiah’s son was very, very bad, and 
most of the later kings were bad, too. 
God warned them over.and over again 
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by sending different prophets to them. 
How many prophets can you name — 
four major and twelve minor? The first 
two major, and all but the last three 
minor came in the time of the kings of 
the northern and southern kingdoms. 
Then there were speaking prophets like 
Elijah, who did not write books. But 
see 2 Chronicles 36:15, 16. 


Sad, bitter days came. The people of 


the southern kingdom were conquered 
by their enemies, their city and homes 
were burned, most of the people were 
marched off to a distant heathen land. 
(Use pointer to indicate removal to 
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Babylon.) Among the boys carried off 
to the foreign land was Daniel — yes, 
the same one who later became one of 
the major prophets. But right now he 
was only a schoolboy. He was smart and 
good looking and of a good family. So 
the great king had him brought to the 
palace school to be trained for a gov- 
ernment job. Should he eat the food 
the king ordered, and drink the wine 
—or should he keep the food laws God 
had given Moses? It would be hard to 
do different from the other boys: it 
would be hard to go against the king’s 
orders. But Daniel made up his mind. 
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He would do what was right and good 
in the sight of the Lord, rather than 
in the sight of the other boys and of 
the king. He would trust in the Lord 
to make things come out right for him. 
There were three other Jewish boys who 
would follow him. So Daniel asked the 
officer in charge if they could have vege- 
tables and water instead of what the 
other boys had. At first the officer said 
“No”; he was afraid the king would 
be angry because the boys would not 
be so healthy. But Daniel asked for a 
ten days’ test to see how it would work 
The officer had come to love Daniel, so 
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Los Angeles Baptist Theological Seminary 
Spiritual Scholarly 
Graduate School of Theology, B.D. 
College of Theology, A.B. 
Consistently free from modernistic affiliations 
Milton E. Fish, S.T.M., Dean 
Address inquiries to 560 S. St. Louis Street, Los 

Angeles 33, Calif. 


COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
Columbia, South Carolina 
Offers you NOW... 1. A distinctive four-year de 


gree course for Christian service. 2. Unusual 
Graduate School of Missions for graduates of sec- 
ular colleges and universities. 3. Draft deferment 
for men committed to Christian service if they are 
pre-registered before entering school. Write im- 
mediately for further information. 





ATLANTA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Pure in Doctrine Thorough in Method 
Excellent in Standards 


Well-rounded training in Bible, Missions, Music, 
and Religious Education Accredited. 


Two, Three, and Four Year Courses 
Write for particulars 
Dr. A. A. Smith, President 
759 W. Peachtree St., N. E. Atlanta, Georgia 


Providence Bible Institute 
100 State Street Providence 8, Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE Offers 
['wo-year Secretarial—three-year Diploma—four- 
year B.A. Degree five-year Th.B. or B.Mus. 

Degree 

Pastors’, Missionary, Music, General, Christian 

Education, Secretarial. Accreditation by AABIBC, 
Write for catalog or pictorial folder 


KANSAS CITY BIBLE COLLEGE 


Prepare for Christian service at the Kansas 


City Bible College Missions, General Bible, 
Music, and Christian Education training. Recrea- 
tional facilities, 4 acre campus, gymnasium. Ap- 


proved for veteranstraining. Shorthand and typing 
without extra tuition cost 


P. 0. Box 7035 Dept. A Kansas City 2, Mo. 





Fort Wayne Bible College 
(Formerly Fort Wayne Bible Institute) 


Bible college education prepares youth for life and 
service 


Summer term, June 11 to July 20 
Fall opening, September 11 
Fort Wayne 6 - - - - - Indiana 





BAPTIST BIBLE SEMINARY 
JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 
Approved by Board of Regents, New York 
2 years of liberal arts 3 years of theology 


also 3-year Bible institute course 

Total day-school enrollment 315 

Paul R. Jackson, D.D., President 

Vernon C. Grounds, B.D., Dean 
Approved by Gen. Ass'n of Reg. Bap. Churches 


Philadelphia Bible Institute 
Uniting 
BIBLE INSTITUTE OF PENNSYLVANIA and 
PHILADELPHIA SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE 
Effective July 1 
Day and evening courses will begin with the fall 
term on September 6. Write for information. 
Dr. William A. Mierop, President 
1800 Arch Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





Midwest Bible and Missionary Institute 
Offers degree and diploma courses of thorough, 
efficient Bible training. 
“At the Crossroads of a nation at the Crossroads” 
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he let him try it. At the end of the 
ten days, the Jewish boys were more 
healthy than the ones who ate the king’s 
food and drank wine. Because Daniel 
and his friends did right, God blessed 
them and made them wiser than any of 
the other boys. Daniel knew his wis- 
dom came from God and he thanked 
Him for it. “I thank thee, and praise 
thee, O thou God of my fathers, who 
hast given me wisdom and might” (Dan. 
2:23, Memory Verse). 

What about you Christian boys and 
girls? Can you be different from the 
other boys and girls when it is a mat- 
ter of right and wrong? Sodas and candy 
after school, forbidden by Mother — 
cigarettes, bad drinks. 

Dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to stand alone, 
Dare to have a purpose firm ! 
Dare to make it known! 
Imagine Daniel trying a cigarette even 
if all the other boys did! Maybe you 
will not see the results in one day, but 
be sure God’s blessing will surely bring 
you wisdom and might if you do what is 
right — yes, and very likely a_ better 
rank in school, and an ability to do big 
things as Daniel did. 

Do you suppose Daniel’s wine (he 
didn’t drink) came in a jug, a glass, or 
a mug? How shall we picture it for 
our notebooks? Perhaps a glass with 
contents colored red for wine, and an- 
other glass shaded with pencil fcr water? 
Under which shall we print “No”? Then 
the lower half of the page can give Dan- 
iel’s thank-you prayer. 

ORONO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


FEW weeks ago we studied about 

Abram, a man God called out of 
his country, and made him wonderful 
promises, for his family. Then we fol- 
lowed along and saw fhe family grow 
into a-great nation, Israel, which God 
called His own people. But we also 
saw that nation turn away from God. 
We looked at both sections of that nation, 
after they were divided, and saw how 
terribly they had failed to obey God. 
Their greatest sin seemed to be wor- 
shiping heathen gods, which they did 
because their hearts were not right with 
Jehovah God. Now we have a very sad 
lesson. At last God punished them by 
sending a nation to carry them away 
captive to Babylon, where they were 
slaves. 

You might make a picture of Baby- 
lonian buildings. It would probably be 
easy to find a picture of Daniel before 
the king, which would help in the les- 
son, 

Daniel is a very interesting young 
man. He was a prince, but when he 
was taken to Babylon, he was a slave 
just as the rest of the Israelites. Can 
you think what that would mean? Most 
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of you children live in your homes with 
fathers and mothers who love you; and 
you go and come freely to see your 
friends, to school, to church. How would 
you like it if you were carried away by 
strange men to a strange country, sep- 
arated from your father and mother, and 
shut up where you had to do whatever 
these strangers told you? You would 
be so homesick for your own family 
and your own home, but nobody would 
care. That was the fix Daniel and his 
three friends were in. They were 
princes, so the Babylonians didn't put 
them to werk digging ditches or carry- 
ing burdens. The king saw that they 
were bright, intelligent boys, and so he 
commanded that they be brought into 
the palace and taught the language and 
learning of the Chaldeans, so that they 
would be able to stand in the king’s 
palace and serve him. 

I suppose the. boys thought this was 
pretty good—at least they would not 
be whipped and abused, but they didn't 
know what temptations they would be 
under. Daniel was the leader, it seems, 
and he made up his mind he would not 
take the meat or the wine from the 
king’s table. The king had commanded 
that they were to be served daily from 
his table, meat and wine, and then at 
the end of their three years of training 
they could stand befcre the king. 

Now, who does Daniel think he is, to 
refuse to obey the king? But God 
helped Daniel, for He had brought Dan- 
iel into favor with the prince who had 
charge of them, and Daniel asked him 
to please excuse them from eating the 
food from the king’s table. This was 
a hard spot for that prince. He wanted 
to grant Daniel's request, but if the king 
was displeased, he might lose his head. 

Of course Daniel didn’t want to get 
him into any trouble, but he begged to 
be given a chance to try the diet he 
preferred. So the prince allowed him 
and his friends to try it for ten days 
Then the young princes were all in- 
spected, and Daniel and his friends were 
in much better condition than the ones 
who had eaten from the king’s table. 
So they were allowed to keep up their 
diet; God blessed them, and they became 
great men in that kingdom. Daniel was 
next to the king in power while four 
kings reigned, one of the great men in 
history. 

The children are wondering why Dan- 
iel didn’t want to eat the food from the 
king’s table. Most of them can under- 
stand why he would not take the wine, be- 
cause most Primary children know that 
wine and beer and other drinks that 
contain alcohol are very poor things to 
drink. Liquor makes sad homes, poor 
children, cruel fathers, careless mothers 
—so much trouble. Drinking liquor is 
one thing that God doesn’t want Chris- 
tians to do. 

But what about the meat? It is very 
possible that this meat had been offered 
to idols for their blessing, and if so, of 
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course Daniel wanted no part of it. It 
may have been that the food was rich 
and highly seasoned, and Daniel and his 
friends were not used to it, but the fact 
that Daniel used the word “defile” makes 
me quite sure there was something 
wrong about the meat, and it would not 
have been pleasing to God for them to 
have eaten it. 

Daniel was a very brave young man. 
He was always brave enough to obey 
God, no matter what might happen to 
him. You will remember that later in 
his life, he was thrown into a den of 
lions because he persisted in praying to 
the Lord daily, and refused to pray to 
King Darius. 

It is very easy to go with the crowd. 
Probably all the rest of the princes of 
Israel ate the king’s meat and wine. 
The Bible doesn’t tell us even one of 
their names, but we hear much about 
Daniel and his friends. It was these 
three friends who went into the fiery 
furnace, and came out without even the 
smell of fire upon them. Down through 
the centuries, people who read the Bible 
have always known of the bravery of 
Daniel and his three friends. 

Don’t be a “yes” man and go with the 
crowd. “Dare to be a Daniel!” 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 428) 

1. For Israel, 722 B.C.; for Judah, 586 
B.C. 

2. Hoshea for Israel, and Zedekiah for 
Judah, 

3. Sargon of Assyria for Israel, and 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon for Judah. 

4. Manasseh’s (2 Kings 24:3, 4). 

5. It was not the severe bondage of 
Egyptian days. They had enough free- 
dom to do what was commanded in this 
letter (Jer. 29:5). 

6. To counteract the teachings of false 
prophets (vs. 8, 9, 20-23). 

7. That it was the act of God, not of 
man (vs. 4, 7, 14). 

8. Helpful and prayerful (v. 7). 

9. To seek the face of the Lord in 
humility and penitence (vs. 12, 13). 

10. Daniel (chap. 9). 

Wueaton, ILL, 


The Need for Salt as Well 
as Grace 


(Continued from second page) 


grace of God may, at certain times and 
under certain circumstances, be run after 
by ‘the multitude’ for a while; but when 
the ‘salt’ of a fervent and faithful ap- 
plication is introduced, it will soon thin 
the benches of all save such as are 
brought under the power of the Word” 
(C.H.M.). Let us see to it, therefore, 
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that our sermons shall be “alway with 
grace, sezsoned with salt.” Christ said, 
“IT am come to send fire on the earth.” 
Only as our gracious words are seasoned 
with salt shall we be identified with 
our Master in kindling a similar fire, 
Has it been our dread of identification 
with Christ in His bloody baptism of 
fire that hes quenched our kindling of 
His fire on earth? Have we never been 
“salted” ourselves? 
SALTLESS SALT 

Would God the Church would awaken 
and evangelize her neighbor nations! 
It would be the kindest deed to herself 
that the Church ever did. Do not forget 
that Jesus warned her: “If the salt have 
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be 
salted? it is thenceforth good for noth- 
ing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men” (Matt. 5:13). Jesus 
was saying to the Church, If you do not 
save the lost, by-and-by the lost millions 
will turn upon you and destroy you. 
History confirms this awful fact of God's 
retributive justice. It happened in North 
Africa. The Christians of that land did 
not evangelize Mohammed’s world, nor 
did they take Christ into darkest Africa. 
That early Church lost her savor and 
was trodden under foot by the Moham- 
medans. The Armenians did not em- 
brace the _ self-sacrifice mecessary to 
evangelize the Turks. The Turks turned 
upon the Armenians and virtually blot- 
ted them out. Armenian Christians did 
not give the Japanese the Gospel as they 
should have. In due time the Japanese 
gave our boys— some of the very boys 
who might have carried them the Gos- 
pél—a baptism of bayonets and blood. 
The same situation again faces us in our 
dealings with Russia. While the Church 
is retrenching (and she is now being 
forced to do so), the Communist millions 
are being seized with war madness to 
tread the rest of us “under foot.” 

Ephesus, having lost her “first love.” 
was threatened with the removal of her 
candlestick — blotted out. 

Laodicea, lukewarm, self-satisfied, un- 
repentant, was given a like warning — 
spued out. 

A poor, savorless church, saltless salt, 
is warned that she may be “trodden un- 
der foot of men” — cast out. 

The warning is clear: “Be zealous 
therefore, and repent,” lest ye be blotted 
out, spued out, cast out. 


we 


Children at Home 


ll. The Master Potter's Power 
By Sarah E, Loucks 


T WAS early evening when, at length, 
the office door of the headmaster 
flew open, and Krishna, his face glow- 
ing with joy, sped home to tell his father 
the glorious news of a marvelous mir- 
acle which had transported him from 
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depths of despair to heights of joy. 

In amazement, the father silently lis- 
tened while his son explained. “Oh, 
Father,” he cried, “at last I've found 
what I’ve always wanted, peace and 
joy. In a talk I’ve just had with Hol- 
man Sahib, he proved to me by the Bible 
what a sinful thing envy is (Titus 3:3). 
But, he assured me, if we'd confess our 
sins, Jesus Christ would forgive us (1 
John 1:9). 

“And he urged me,” Krishna continued, 
“to be like plastic clay, pliable in the 
hands of a potter, and to yield myself 
to God, who compares Himself to a pot- 
ter, and us to clay (Jer. 18:6). Then it 
was that I understood what God, the all- 
powerful Master Potter expects of us. 
And before I knew it, I was confessing 
my sins, and crying out to Him in the 
words of a hymn often sung in our 
school: 

Have Thine own way, Lord ! 
Have Thine own way ! 

Thou art the Potter; 
I am the clay. 

Mould me and make me 
After Thy will, 

While I am waiting, 
Yielded and still. 

“Then,” Krishna went on, “I prayed in 

the words of more of that hymn: 
Power — all power — 
Surely is Thine ! 
Touch me and heal me, 
Saviour divine ! 
And the Lord did forgive me, Father. 
And then He did more than that. For, 
when the Sahib showed me His prom- 
ise in Romans 6:14, which declares, ‘Sin 
shall not have dominion over you,’ I 
at once accepted this wonderful promise, 
and straightway I knew that I was freed 
from the dreadful power that envy had 
had over me all my life.” 

Still silent, Gurumila pondered these 
words. “Power, supreme power — that’s 
what I knew he needed. And it’s what 
I need, too,” he sighed, “to rid me of 
my wretched envy, and free me from 
the power of all sin. But,” he cautiously 
asked himself, “is this thing real that’s 
happened to Krishna? Will this victori- 
ous power last? For peace of mind, I 
must have proof. But how can I get 
it?” Suddenly a plan flashed into his 
mind. “Ah, that's it. That'll put this 
Christian God to the test, and prove 
whether or not He's able to fulfill His 
supernatural promises,” he triumphantly 
decided. 

The first school year was drawing to 
a happy close for Krishna and Sirdar, 
who were now close but friendly rivals. 
Gurumila, meanwhile, was on a constant 
lookout for some sign of wavering faith, 
or return of envy in his son. He found 
neither. j 

One morning, during the last week of 
school. an excited group of students 
gathered about the school bulletin board, 
On this was posted an offer, made by a 
select, well-known school of arts, of free 
Scholatships, in a state-wide contest, to 
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be given boys whose work should prove 
them worthy of such rewards. 

In the clay modeling department of 
their school, only Krishna and Sirdar 
entered as competitors. Sirdar, mod- 
estly believing that he stood no chance 
of winning, entered only because Guru- 
mila insisted that he should do so. On 
the evening before the contest, there- 
fore, the two boys left their wrapped-up 
lumps of clay at the pottery, having 
first most carefully prepared them for 
the morrow by kneading and beating 
them, and diligently examining them 
for any hard particles that might ruin 
their work. 

That night was a dark night, so dark 
that no one saw Gurumila stealthily 
make his way to the shelf where the 
two lumps of clay lay carefully wrap- 
ped and marked. And no one, except 
Gurumila, knew what he did to one of 
those lumps out there under the shield 
of darkness. Nor did anyone know, but 
he, what was his purpose in doing the 
thing he did, which, in his heart, he jus- 
tified by questioning, “How could I find 
proof except by this test?” 

The next morning, when the two con- 
testants appeared, “Sirdar will be first,” 
announced Gurumila. Then whir-r-r, 
whir-r-r, whir-r-r Sirdar’s wheel went 
whirling, as, with delicate, gifted touch, 
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he shaped the loveliest piece of pottery 
he had ever fashioned. 

Then Krishna’s turn came. With a 
whir-r-r, whir-r-r, whir-r-r his wheel 
went whirling, while, with the skill of 
an expert, his deft fingers were forming 
a vase of unusual beauty, when, sud- 
denly, beneath his fingers, he felt a hard, 
unyielding something — just a tiny stone 
it was. But—rip! it tore the clay. And 
in one brief second Krishna’s vase stood 
a worthless vessel, a vessel marred in 
the making. 

With keen, questioning eyes Gurumila 
tensely watched his son. What now of 
that divine power which seemingly had 
conquered Krishna’s former besetting 
sin of envy? Would it uphold him in 
this defeat in his contest with Sirdar? 
— such a wretched defeat, apparently 
due to some inexcusable carelessness on 
his part, when he was preparing his clay 
for the test? 

The father was not long left in doubt, 
for as he watched, Krishna quietly rose 
from his wheel, and, with a smile, offered 
his hand in congratulation to Sirdar. 

Springing to his feet, “Ayo!” cried 
Gurumila, “It’s true! All you’ve claimed 
of power for the Jesus God is true!” 
Then, handing Krishna a carefully wrap- 
ped parcel, “Here,” he. said, “is your 
lump of clay. Take it and try again.” 

“But — but —” hesitated Krishna, “I — 
I don’t understand.” 

“My boy, don’t think hard of me. Last 
night I exchanged your clay for the 
lump of clay with the stone in it, know- 
ing full well what would happen to it 
while you were modeling it. Krishna, I 
did that in order to prove to myself 
whether or not God had power to make 
you victorious over envy of Sirdar, even 
in so severe an ordeal as this. 
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The “Christ in the Bible” Series 
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illustrations showing how the Lord Jesus is to be seen in every book 
of the blessed Book. The exposition of the entire Bible was never 
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“And, Son.” he continued, “your 
changed life, and the generous spirit 
in which you have met your seeming 
failure, have fully convinced me that 
your new God is the ‘all-powerful 
Master Potter,” as you claim. And 


that He can and does save a trustful be- 
liever in Him from the dominion of sin, 
as well as from its penalty. And, right 
here and now, I publicly accept Him as 
my Lord and Saviour.” 

Great was the rejoicing of Krishna 
and Sirdar over Gurumila’s conversion 
— greater, even, than their joy when 
each was awarded one of those coveted 
scholarships by that noted school of arts, 

Newakk, N. J. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 27 
When Summer Comes 
(Psa. 19:1-14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 


Y THE time this topic comes up for 


discussion in our young people's 
group, the summer will practically be 
upon us and we shall have to think 


clearly and act promptly if we are to 
make the best possible use of this time 
of unusual opportunity. 
ye 

Perhaps many of us have been looking 
forward to the summer as vacation time. 
Some of us no doubt will be free from 
the demands of the busy school months, 
and others will be planning for freedom 
from work for at least a few weeks. In 
our young people’s groups perhaps some 
will be moving to the shore or to the 
mountains for the summer, and there 
will be a temptation to let the work of 
our group lapse, on the plea that so many 
are away, or that the weather is so 
warm, or for some other equally plaus- 
ible reason. 


pe 
¥ 


If, however, we will look upon the 
summer months as a time of increased 
opportunities, and then really seek out 
those opportunities, we shall be surprised 
that we ever thought of neglecting our 
Christian responsibility for the summer 
Those of us who remain at home during 
the summer need the inspiration and 
help of Christian worship during the 
summer months just as much as any 
other time of the year, and we shall do 
well to continue our people's 
meetings on through the summer 

This does not mean that we must 
maintain the same kind of program that 
we have had during the winter time. 
If there are fewer who are able to 
attend, our meetings can be more inti- 
mate and personal. If it seems too warm 
indoors, we can transfer our meetings 
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to a near-by square or park, or to the 
woods occasionally. 
p) 

With the help of our pastor, we can 
keep posted on young people who may 
be visiting in our community during 
the summer, and who thus may be in- 
vited to join with us, and swell our 
numbers. 

we 

Undoubtedly there will be some of our 
membership who must be away at school 
all winter long, and who can be called 
upon during the summer mcnths to have 
a real share in the work of our young 
people’s group, impossible at other times. 


Some young people's societies plan to 
send some of their number to a near-by 
summer conference during the summer 
months, and have them bring back to the 
larger group in the fall months some of 
the blessings received at such a summer 
conference. 

Perhaps you can plan for a day, or a 
week end, for the whole group at a sum- 
mer Bible conference. 

ve 

Why not consider the cpportunities 
offered by many of the Bible schools in 
our land for a correspondence Bible 
course and have those of your group 
who’ must remain at home during the 
summer take such a course together? 
The Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago 10; the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia 30; the Bible Insti- 
tute cf Pennsylvania, 15th and Race 
Streets, Philadelphia 2: can give you in- 
formation concerning such correspond- 
ence courses. Perhaps you can have 
your own summer Bible school] right in 
your ccmmunity. Talk to your pastor 
about this. There are many excellent 
outline Bible studies available for such 
a course. Or there may be opportunity 
for service in the Daily Vacation Bible 
School of your Sunday schcol. Talk to 
your superintendent about this. 

Some young people’s groups use the 
summertime as an opportunity for direct 
evangelism, utilizing a near-by public 
square or park, and holding evening 
meetings in such a place with a defi- 
nite emphasis on winning others for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


ope 
7 


And those of us who must be away 
from home through the summer months, 
or, who are planning to go on vacation 
trips should not neglect definite plans 
for worship during these times, meeting 
with other young people’s groups and 
learning of their activities and fellow- 
shiping with them, and then bringing 
back to our home grcup some of the 
information and inspiration that we have 
received. It is not too early to plan 
now for an evening when definite re- 
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THIS LITTLE BOOK 


has brought financial 
security and joy to thousands 
through a remarkable 
Christian Plan 


Learn more about a remarkable 
Retirement Plan (operating over 100 years) that en- 
ables you to provide generously for your future and 
that of your survivor—at the same time be a benefactor 
of mankind, by helping a great Christian Cause. In-. 
terest rates as high as 7% depending upon your age. For 
details. write today for Booklet SS 203, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 











BORN at Pentecost, the Christian 
church, when in revival power, has 
ever been invincible. 


C.E.I. aims to provide its workers 
with three great revival essentials: a 
Christ-centered, Spirit-filled experience; 
a Bibie-focused faith, taught by a con- 
secrated Faculty; and in a School of 
Practical Training to ready the Grad- 
uate for all phases of Christian Service. 


So, around the world, C.E.I. grad- 
uates have distinguished themselves as 
radiant, Spirit-led Christians, with a 
Biblically-centered faith and a practical 
compassion for the lost and needy. Their 
kind is badly needed in a world like 
ours and only such a spirit as they 
catch at C.E.I. can give security and 
permanence to our day. 


4 For complete details, write 


for latest Catalog to The 
President, Box S, 
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CHICAGO EVANGELISTIC INSTITUTE 


m=— 445 N. Central Avenue - Chicago 44, Illinois US.A 









Top left, Foreign Student group 
—earnest learners from around 
the world; Right, nearby Naz- 
arene Church, West front of our 
new property, temporary Admin- 
istration Building in foreground; 
Bottom, Dormitory building with 
Town Hall tower beyond. 





“He that loseth his life for My sake shall find it.""—Matt. 10:39. 
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WORLD-WIDE FAMILY ALTAR SUN- 
DAY, OCTOBER 14, 1951. For details and 
literature write The Family Altar League, 
52 W. Washington, Chicago, Illinois. Forty-four 


years winning family altar hearts and homes for Christ. 


PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Com ion Li —Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
Prices and samples sent on request 


14 West 40th Street 
J. M. HALL, Inc., New York 18, N.Y. 


YOU TOLD US... 


“THIS IS THE MAGAZINE WE'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR.” 
THE CHRIS! IAN PARENT, read and appreciated in homes and 
churches everywhere. Outstanding daily devotions for children, in- 
terdenominational. $2,00 a year. Special: dusing May, 3 sub- 
scriptions to THE CHRISTIAN PARENT or MY CHUM, for 
children, $4.50. Additionals $1.50 each. Fine montdly visitors for 
all homes. Offer expires May 31, 1951. Samples 10c. Send today. 


The Christian Education Co., Box S$, “ighian¢. 














New opportunity to give them a 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 

part in this plan will be 
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omen for medical services 
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college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We need your support for our American missionary rape 
on the field. Send your gifts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, R 
3, Norristown, Pa. 
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AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
———_ urnilire 


LIVERY - - 

















« « EARLY 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON &CO. 
i DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ports can be brought in, sometime dur- 
ing the fall, from all who have been 
away for the summer, and thus the bless- 
ings of these months may be shared. 

Above all, each of us shall want to 
see to it that our own personal’ prayer 
time and the reading of the Word is 
not neglected during the summer months. 
There will be many temptations to skip 
this, when we are away with friends, 
or when we are moving about in travel, 
or sightseeing. God will honor us if we 
will honor Him by including Him in all 
that we do, and letting Him share in our 
good times as well as in our difficulties 
and problems. 

Will you ask Him to show you what 
His will is for you this summer, and let 
Him help you make it indeed a time of 
opportunity and blessing, rather than a 
time of laziness and let-down? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

w 


Children's Day—1951 


WO excellent services for use in the 

Sunday School on Children’s Day, 
prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, are 
still available. One is entitled, “God — 
and All Things,” and the other, “God’s 
Overflowing Measures.” 

Both of these services have been pre- 
pared in the style familiar to SuNDay 
Scuoo.t Times readers. They have re- 
sponsive readings for the entire school, 
special Scripture responses and recita- 
tions for the various departments, hymns 
appropriate to the occasion, set to fa- 
miliar hymn tunes, thus requiring no 
special preparation. These services come 
in convenient folder form. 

Children’s Day will be observed in 
many Sunday schools this year on June 
10, and it is suggested that you send 
promptly for as many of either of these 
services as you may need for your 
school. They may be obtained from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5, at 25 cents a 
dozen, or $2 a hundred. 


we 


With the New Books 


Any of these 





books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Luther arid His Times. By E. G. 
Schwiebert, Ph.D. (Concordia Pub. 
House, St. Louis 18; $10.) Years of in- 
tensive research have gone into the mak- 
ing of this truly monumental account 
of Luther and his times. Dr. Schwie- 
bert, professor of history, Wittenberg 


College, Springfield, Ohio, began more 
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than twenty-five years ago to specialize 
in a study of the Reformation, centering 
upon that period's outstanding person- 
ality, Martin Luther. Through the years, 
both here and in Germany, he has 
studied primary and secondary sources 
with a view to finding unexplored in- 
fluences upon the life and teachings of 
Luther, and the development of the 
Reformation. The author was given ac- 
cess to rare material found among valu- 
able collections in America and 
Europe. The result is a thoroughly com- 
prehensive written from a new 
perspective. 

The historica’ backgrounds of the Ger- 
man Reformation and of the Holy Ro- 
man Empire are examined at close range. 
making it possible for the reader. at 
the start, to comprehend the unique po- 
litical atmosphere in which Luther lived, 
which is requisite to a better under- 
standing of him. After a careful analysis 
of Luther's formative years and _ his 
spiritual struggles as a monk. Dr. 
Schwiebert tells at length of the town 
and university of Wittenberg, where so 
much of the history of the man and the 
movement urfclded. The major portion 
of the work follows with an exhaustive 
presentation of the emerging reformer, 
his attacks upon the Catholic indulgence 
traffic, his debates, his defense before 
the Diet of Worms, and the subsequent 
growth of Lutheranism and the founding 
of the Lutheran church. 

In addition to its scholarly presented 
and interestingly written contents, the 
size and appearance of the book deserve 
mention. It is a large volume: 752 pages 
of text illustrated with scores of etch- 
ings; 140 pages of bibliographical notes, 
footnotes, and an index; and a 64-page 
album of photographs. It is also an at- 
tractive book: paper, printing, and bind- 
ing combine worthily to enshrine a labor 
of Icve undoubtedly destined to take its 
place as a standard work on the subject. 


book 


work 


F. B. Meyer. Vol. VI in “Great Pulpit 
Masters” (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York 10; $2.25.) This spiritual giant 
of yesterday preached scme 16,000 ser- 
mons in the course of his ministry, and 


series. 





here is the winnowed grain of that 
amazingly rich harvest. Emphasizing 
again and again the possibility of vic- 


torious Christian experience (as in “The 
Art of Sitting Still” and “A Vision of a 
New Life”). these are marked 
by the characteristic cf Meyer's own per- 
sonality deep understanding, lucidity 
of thought and style, and above all a 
most appealing graciousness. Old truths, 
and even old anecdotes, take on a new 
luster as this master pulpiteer deals with 


messages 


them. Very wisely the editors of this 
vclume have included the chapter on 
“True Gentlefclk” from Meyer's book, 


“Religion in Homespun.” It is most cer- 
tainly a winsomely inspiring statement 
of Christlike ideals in everyday living. 
Joseph Parker once said that to meet 
F. B. Meyer was to come face to face 
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with a man of God: a reading of these 
sermons will verify that judgment. 


Is There Healing for All? By Herbert 
Lockyer, D.D. (The Western Network 
Radio Church of the Air, P. O. Box 1144, 
Oklahoma City 1, Okla., $1.) This Scrip- 
tural study of pain, disease, prayer, heal- 
ing, and death is the most complete, 
satisfactory, and thorough exposition of 
the entire subject of healing that this 
reviewer has seen in recent years. If 
one comes to this book without prej- 
udice, sincerely seeking the truth con- 
cerning health and healing, somewhere 
in this little volume God’s answer will 
be found. Emphasizing the importance 
and place of prayer, exalting Christ as 
the “Great Physician,” and showing that 
all healing is divine, the author reveals 


‘the dangers, disappointments, and fal- 


lacies inherent in many modern healing 
movements. This book will increase 
faith, show the way to peace and vic- 
tory, and assure the sufferer of God's 
compassionate love. 


w 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Relief Packages for Korea 





ORD has come from Dr. William 

H. Chisholm, working in Korea un- 
der the Independent Board for Presby- 
terian Foreign Missions, that, effective 
immediately, no more relief packages 
for Koreans can be sent under his APO 
address. As soon as some substitute plan 
can be worked out, information will be 
given. Meanwhile, it is requested that 
all packages be held. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 21 to 27 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 36:11-16. 
Jerusalem Refuses to Hearken. 


Prayer SvuccesTions: “They mocked 
the messengers of God, and despised his 
words, and misused his prophets.” Hearts 
harden by refusing to hear and obey 
truth. The same sun that melts some 
things hardens others. Judas was de- 
veloped in his wickedness by the very 
privileges that improved the other apos- 
tles. Weeds will grow in rich soil just 
as well as flowers. As Solomon says, 
“I was almost in all evil in the midst of 
the congregation and assembly” (Prov. 
5:14). This was because the sinner had 
not obeyed the voice of his teachers nor 
“inclined” his “ear to them that in- 
structed” (v. 13). Resistance to God’s 
Word soon becomes an enslaving habit. 
The most wicked men are those who 
refuse to walk in the light of the Lord. 
Pray for missionaries in Kenya Colony, 
British East Africa, 


Tues.—2 Kings 25:3-7. 
Zedekiah Captured. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They took the 
king [Zedekiah], and brought him up 
to the king of Babylon.” Zedekiah re- 
jected all the warnings of the prophets. 
He cut to shreds the roll of the proph- 
ecies of Jeremiah, and burned the roll 
in the fire. But when, in his hour of 
peril, he inquired of God’s prophet, his 
heart was so hardened that he refused 
to submit to God’s will. He therefore 
had to suffer the evils predicted (see 2 
Kings 25:7 with 2 Chron. 36:12, 13 and 





Jer. 38:19-23). So it is with all who 
refuse God's Word. “The way of trans- 
gressors is hard” (Prov. 13:15). Pray 


for the missionaries in Tanganyika Ter- 
ritory of British East Africa, 


Wed.—2 Chronicles 36:17-21. 
Jerusalem Laid Waste. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Desolate.” The 
utter ruin of the good land of Israel 
was predicted by Moses and Micah, Isa- 
iah, Jeremiah, and other prophets. When 
Nehemiah surveyed the desolations, he 
used the words, “lieth waste,” to describe 
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Moody students get a thorough knowledge of 
the Bible. Upon this sure foundation are laid 
many extras. This well-rounded preparation is 
made practical through service in missions, jails, 
churches, etc. Such basic Bible study plus the 
many extras add up to a complete training that 
draws students to Moody from all over the world. 


No tuition. Weite for catalog. Address 
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A PREPARATORY High School sharing 
the campus associations of a high grade 
Christian College. Member of The Univer- 
sity of the State of New York and of the 
National Association of Christian Schools. 
Strong four-ycar courses; inspiring teachers; 
wholesome extra-curricular activities; quiet, 
studious environment. For special literature, 
write at once to 


Office of The Principal, Secretary T 


HOUGHTON PREPARATORY 


Stoughton, View York 









Yes, almost is GONE the most amazing opportunity for 
getting the Gospel of salvation into the Communist-controlled 
nation of China. 

The Red conquerors have made the study of Russian com- 
pulsory in all the schools of China. The Bible Meditation 
League representative in Hong Kong received permission from 
the leaders to place one million copies of sound salvation Gos- 
pel material in Russian and Chinese Mandarin in the schools, 
same to be distributed direct from Hong Kong. Already one- 
half million copies have been distributed, while the second 
half-million copies are being printed now in Hong Kong. But 
Chinese pastors have been. bombarding the League’s Hong 
Kong leader with pleading letters, asking for what totals 
nearly one-half million more, and the promise has been given 
that if funds permit another 500,000 will be printed. 

With missionaries either evacuated from China, or impris- 
oned or slain within the country, it is the Miracle of the Century 
that this unexpected door still stands ajar. The Going! Going! 
GONE! is too near at hand to permit delay. What we do, we 
must do quickly. 

The little children in the Chinese schools look to YOU for 
God’s Word! 


“And if there be no LIGHT for you to shere, 
Dear God, forgive if what they ask is wrong. 
They're only heathen children, but is it fair 
That you have all the LIGHT so long? 
They would not ask that you should have the night, 
But when will their turn come to have the LIGHT?” 


The Bible Meditation League appeals through this edition 
for at least twenty-five thousand dollars to make possible the 
response to the overwhelming calls for the Gospel for the little 
children. Will YOU, as a steward of the Lord’s tithe, share 
through prayer and the leading of the Holy Spirit? 

All gifts should be mailed to The Bible Meditation League, 
P. O. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio. To every person mailing in 
a contribution will be sent copies in Russian and in English of 
one of the soul-winning meditations being sent into China. 


THE BIBLE MEDITATION LEAGUE P. 0. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio 


I can’t let China’s kiddies down, therefore I’m enclosing $__ 
to help in this last hour ministry to them. 


Name 





Address 
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what followed unrepentant Israel. Na- 
tions are in for desolations because of 
their diversions from, perversions of, 
and oppositions to the truth of God. 
(See Psa. 2; Rom, 1:21-25.) Pray for the 
missionaries in Uganda, British East Af.- 
rica, 


Thurs.—Jeremiah 29:4-14, 
Jeremiah Writes to Exiles. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto 
all that are carried away captives, whom 
I have caused to be carried away from 
Jerusalem unto Babylon.” While ‘God's 
prophet directed them how to do during 
their exile in Babylon, false prophets 
among them counseled otherwise. Thus 
they had to choose between the counsel 
of God and the advice of men. Such a 
choice must be made by all of us. We 
must decide to act upon either the Word 
of God or the word of man. In the af- 
fairs of your life, what choice do you 
make? Pray for missionaries in British 
Honduras, 


Fri.—Psalm 137. Sorrows of Exiles. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We wept 

we hanged our harps upon the willows.” 
If people would weep over early sins 
they would escape many evils and sor- 
rows in later years. But many still swap 
off Jerusalem’s joys for Babylon's woes 
because they go on their way of for- 
getfulness of the Lord. Hearkening unto 
God still brings peace like a river into 
one’s life. But generations still grovel 
in the same ruts on the road to ruin. 
Pray for the missionaries in British 
Somaliland, Africa, 


Sat.—Ezekiel 11:14-21. 
Promise of Restoration. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will even 
gather you from the people, and assem- 
ble you out of the countries where ye 
have been scattered.” Just as God's 
promised judgment fell upon the sinning 
nation, so shall the promised restoration 
be fully accomplished. In fact, our eyes 
now see the scattered nation back in 
the Promised Land. “The fig tree” is 
putting forth her buds of promise, and 
they are wonderful to behold. The Lord 
bringeth down and lifteth up. His hands 
wound and also make whole. Pray for 
God’s people on the Island of Cyprus 

(Mediterranean Sea). 


Sun.—Daniel 1:8-16. 
A Hero of the Exile. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Now God had 
brought Daniel into favour and ten- 
der love with the prince of the 
eunuchs.” Daniel was not soured by 
captivity and its sorrows. With full 
purpose of heart he went onward do- 
ing the will of God. The more we 
study his life and actions the more 
we realize that he was indeed a hero 
in exile. A look at his Book will give 
us the secret of his purity and pluck. 
Pray for God’s servants on the Island 
of Jamaica, 
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